	
	 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1COUNCIL CHAMBER - CITY HALL - GADSDEN, ALABAMA

JUNE 1, 2010 - 11:00 A.M.

The City Council met on June 1, 2010, in regular session.

	
	The meeting was called to order at 11:00 a.m. by Council President Reed.  On roll call by the City Clerk, Iva Nelson, the following council members answered present: Higgins, Countryman, Avery, Echols, Stewart, Cannon and Reed.  The clerk stated a quorum was present and the meeting was open for business.  Chad Hare, Roger Kirby and Captain Roy Harbin were also present.  Mayor Guyton was absent.

	
	The invocation was given by Brian Harbison.

	
	The minutes of the last meeting held on May 25, 2010, were approved by unanimous vote.

	
	Payment of the HTE System accounts for the week of May 21 - 27 were ratified by unanimous vote.


#112405-112583
General
$1,451,961.14

	
	PUBLIC HEARINGS
President Reed stated this was the time and place as advertised to conduct the following public hearings:

	
	(1) The floor was opened to allow anyone to speak for or in opposition to an ordinance rezoning property located at 803 South 4th Street from O-1, Office District, to R-1, 
One-Family Residence District.  No one spoke.   The following ordinance was introduced in writing for consideration: 

	
	ORDINANCE NO. O-20-10
REZONING PROPERTY LOCATED AT

803 SOUTH 4th STREET

	
	(Authorizing Rezoning - 803 South 4th Street - From O-1, Office District, to R-1, One-Family Residence District - Requested by Marlyn Pruitt and R.J. Walker)

	
	Councilman Echols moved to suspend the rules to immediately consider the ordinance at its first reading.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Avery and approved by the following vote:

AYES:  Higgins, Countryman, Avery, Echols, Stewart, Cannon, Reed

NAYS:  None

	
	Councilman Echols moved to adopt the ordinance, which motion was seconded by Councilman Avery and unanimously adopted.

	
	(2) The floor was opened to allow anyone to speak for or in opposition to a resolution ordering the abatement of nuisances on property at 618 Turrentine Street, Milton V. Chapman and Equity Trust Company, d/b/a Sterling Trust for benefit of Wanda Erickson Ira, c/o The Parker Company, being the last known owners.  Brian Harbison, Building Inspector, recommended a 30-day extension, based on recent improvements.  Glenda Jackson requested demolition on behalf of neighbors, stating the house burned in February and improvements were only begun last Friday.  Councilman Avery said he hates to see houses demolished, and noted this owner had successfully rehabilitated two properties in his district.  The following resolution was introduced in writing for consideration:

	
	RESOLUTION NO. R-130-10
ORDERING ABATEMENT OF NUISANCE

	
	(Ordering Abatement of Nuisance - 618 Turrentine Street - District 5 - Milton V. Chapman; Equity Trust Company doing business as Sterling Trust for benefit of Wanda Erickson Ira, c/o The Parker Company)

	
	Councilman Stewart moved to adopt the resolution as introduced, which motion was seconded by Councilman Higgins and unanimously adopted.

	
	(3) The floor was opened to allow anyone to speak for or in opposition to a resolution ordering the abatement of nuisances on property at 628 Turrentine Street, Ray Meeks being the last known owner.  Brian Harbison, Building Inspector, stated although a permit was obtained when procedures began in April 2009, no improvements have been made.  He recommended abatement.  The following resolution was introduced in writing for consideration:

	
	RESOLUTION NO. R-131-10
ORDERING ABATEMENT OF NUISANCE

	
	(Ordering Abatement of Nuisance - 628 Turrentine Street - District 5 - Ray Meeks)

	
	Councilman Stewart expressed support for residents of Turrentine Street and their efforts to improve their neighborhood.  He then moved to adopt the resolution as introduced, which motion was seconded by Councilman Avery and unanimously adopted.

	
	RESOLUTIONS PRESENTED FOR CONSIDERATION:
(1) The following resolution was introduced in writing for consideration:

	
	RESOLUTION NO. R-132-10
AWARDING BID NO. 3133

	
	(Awarding Bid No. 3133 - Evidence Collection Vehicle - Sirchie Vehicle Division - $99,906.00)

	
	Councilman Echols moved to adopt the resolution as introduced, which motion was seconded by Councilman Avery and unanimously adopted.

	
	(2) The following resolution was introduced in writing for consideration:

	
	RESOLUTION NO. R-133-10
AUTHORIZING SOLE SOURCE PURCHASE

OF BOMB TRANSPORT TRAILER

	
	(Authorizing Sole Source Purchase - Criminalistics, Inc. - $40,853.10 - For bomb transport trailer with replaceable inner blast chamber - Providing for Police Department to authorize use of the property through cooperative agreements with other law enforcement agencies)

	
	Councilman Stewart moved to adopt the resolution as introduced, which motion was seconded by Councilman Countryman and unanimously adopted.

	
	(3) The following resolution was introduced in writing for consideration:

	
	RESOLUTION NO. R-134-10
APPROVING TRANSFER OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE LICENSE

	
	(B B Grocery, LLC, doing business as Woods Grocery - 1507 South 11th Street - Retail beer and table wine license, off premises only)

	
	Councilman Stewart moved to adopt the resolution as introduced, which motion was seconded by Councilman Avery and adopted by the following vote:

AYES: Higgins, Avery, Echols, Stewart, Cannon, Reed

*NAYS: Countryman

	
	* Councilman Countryman initially voted in the affirmative.  Later in the meeting, he acknowledged his error and requested that his vote be recorded as “nay.”

	
	ORDINANCES - FIRST READING

The following ordinance was introduced in writing and read by President Reed:

	
	(1) ORDINANCE - ASSENTING TO ANNEXATION OF PROPERTY (4.973 acres in Waterford Place subdivision)

	
	Since no action was taken in this meeting, the ordinance will be placed on the agenda of the next regular meeting for consideration.

	
	NEW BUSINESS
(1)  Councilman Echols introduced the following resolution in writing for consideration:

	
	RESOLUTION NO. R-135-10
AUTHORIZING AGREEMENT WITH

BRIDGE INSPECTION SERVICES, LLC

	
	(Authorizing Agreement - Bridge Inspection Services, LLC - $6,000.00 - To make necessary inspections and document findings, and enter information into the ABIMS - To bring city into compliance with Alabama Department of Transportation)

	
	President Reed received unanimous consent to immediately consider the resolution as an item of new business.  Councilman Echols moved to adopt the resolution, which motion was seconded by Councilman Higgins and unanimously adopted.

	
	(2) Councilman Echols introduced the following ordinance in writing for consideration:

	
	ORDINANCE NO. O-21-10
PROVIDING FOR ELECTED OFFICIALS TO TAKE OFFICE

FIRST MONDAY IN NOVEMBER

	
	(Amending City Code to comply with State law - Elected officials formerly took office on the first Monday in October, which is no longer possible, due to runoff election being six weeks after the main election - Note: 2010 runoff, if necessary, will be conducted on October 5)

	
	Councilman Echols moved to suspend the rules to immediately consider the ordinance as an item of new business.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Avery and approved by the following vote:

AYES:  Higgins, Countryman, Avery, Echols, Stewart, Cannon, Reed

NAYS:  None

	
	Councilman Echols moved to adopt the ordinance, which motion was seconded by Councilman Avery and unanimously adopted.

	
	(3) Councilman Echols introduced the following ordinance in writing for consideration:

	
	ORDINANCE NO. O-22-10
AMENDING CITY CODE SECTION 34-1 TO PROVIDE

FOR RUNOFF SIX WEEKS AFTER REGULAR ELECTION

	
	(Amending City Code to comply with State Act 2006-354 - Runoff election was changed to be held six weeks, rather than three weeks, after the main election - Note: 2010 runoff, if necessary, will be conducted on October 5)

	
	Councilman Echols moved to suspend the rules to immediately consider the ordinance as an item of new business.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Avery and approved by the following vote:

AYES:  Higgins, Countryman, Avery, Echols, Stewart, Cannon, Reed

NAYS:  None

	
	Councilman Avery said the purpose of the law was to provide more time for overseas absentee ballots to be processed.  However, it presents a problem for municipalities because the change of administration will not coincide with the beginning of the fiscal year.

	
	Councilman Echols moved to adopt the ordinance, which motion was seconded by Councilman Avery and unanimously adopted.

	
	(4) Councilman Stewart introduced the following resolution in writing for consideration:

	
	RESOLUTION NO. R-136-10
APPOINTING MEMBER TO

ELECTRICAL AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

	
	(Appointing Tom McElrath, architect - Replacing Leon Cooper, who resigned - For term expiring on June 28, 2011)

	
	President Reed received unanimous consent to immediately consider the resolution as an item of new business.  Councilman Stewart moved to adopt the resolution, which motion was seconded by Councilman Avery and unanimously adopted.

	
	(5) Councilman Higgins introduced the following resolution in writing for consideration:

	
	RESOLUTION NO. R-137-10
AWARDING BID NO. 3136

	
	(Awarding Bid No. 3136 - Convention Hall Re-roof & Gutter Replacement Project - Mid-Western Commercial Roofers, Inc. - $94,857.50)

	
	President Reed received unanimous consent to immediately consider the resolution as an item of new business.  Councilman Higgins moved to adopt the resolution, which motion was seconded by Councilman Stewart and unanimously adopted.

	
	(6) Councilman Higgins introduced the following resolution in writing for consideration:

	
	RESOLUTION NO. R-138-10
AWARDING BID NO. 3137

	
	(Awarding Bid No. 3137 - 2010 “JG” Treatment Project for Greenway Drive, Scenic Drive and Lookout Road - Charles E. Watts, Inc. - $94,067.60)

	
	President Reed received unanimous consent to immediately consider the resolution as an item of new business.  Councilman Higgins moved to adopt the resolution, which motion was seconded by Councilman Echols and unanimously adopted.

	
	(7) Councilman Echols introduced the following ordinance in writing for consideration:

	
	ORDINANCE NO. O-23-10
AMENDING FISCAL YEAR 2009 BUDGET

FOR COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT

	
	(Amending FY2009 Community Development Budget - Transferring from contingency funds - $5,000.00 each to Gadsden Commercial Development Authority and Summer Enrichment Program of Etowah County)

	
	Councilman Echols moved to suspend the rules to immediately consider the ordinance as an item of new business.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Stewart and approved by the following vote:

AYES:  Higgins, Countryman, Avery, Echols, Stewart, Cannon, Reed

NAYS:  None

	
	Councilman Echols moved to adopt the ordinance, which motion was seconded by Councilman Stewart and unanimously adopted.

	
	(8) Councilman Countryman stated the need to repair or remove playground equipment in city parks and school playgrounds that presents a safety hazard.  He moved to request that unsafe equipment be abated.  President Reed received unanimous consent to consider the motion, which was seconded by Councilman Avery and unanimously carried.  Several council members voiced their support for playground safety.  It was noted the request should be forwarded to the Mayor and Superintendent of Gadsden City Schools.

	
	DEPARTMENT AND BOARD REPORTS
Amanda Jackson, Gadsden Public Library Director, encouraged participation in the summer reading program and announced the schedule.  In response to inquiries from the council, she noted the East Gadsden and Alabama City branches are operating, but there are no immediate plans to reinstate the Carver branch.

	
	Kerry Payne, Parks and Recreation Director, announced activities, including the summer nutrition program, the opening of the 6th Street pool, the kid’s fishing rodeo, the farmer’s market, and the reopening of the Dub Parker boat launch.  He agreed with the playground equipment needs, noting Public Works employees perform the inspections.

	
	Kay Moore, Downtown Gadsden, Inc. Director, announced upcoming events, including First Friday featuring “Boogie” McCain, Saturday history walks, and Third Thursday concerts.  

	
	MAYOR AND COUNCIL REMARKS
The council joined in encouraging citizens to vote in today’s primary elections.

	
	Councilman Avery noted he and his wife started summer nutrition efforts over thirty years ago, with the assistance of Gadsden State Community College.  He stated the need for special recognition for “Boogie” McCain, who is one of our city’s treasures.

	
	Councilman Countryman announced Saturday night’s half century reunion for Emma Sansom High School graduates.

	
	President Reed complimented the Memorial Day service at Patriots Park.  He announced changes in the garbage collection schedule and reminded citizens that ten digit dialing for local telephone numbers begins Saturday.

	
	There being no further business to come before the Council, the meeting was duly adjourned.

_________________________________________

Iva Nelson, City Clerk (6-1-10)

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

	
	COUNCIL CONFERENCE ROOM - BID OPENING

JUNE 1, 2010 - 2:00 P.M.

The City Clerk received bid proposals as advertised for the following bid:

	
	Bid No. 3135 - Pitman Theater Sprinkler and Alarm System Project (Engineering)


Olympia Sprinkler
$ 108,981.00

	
	Copies of the bids will be forwarded to the Assistant Purchasing Agent, and the City Engineer, and a recommendation will be made to the Council.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *


