	
	 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1COUNCIL CHAMBER - CITY HALL - GADSDEN, ALABAMA

APRIL 20, 2010 - 11:00 A.M.

The City Council met on April 20, 2010, in regular session.

	
	The meeting was called to order at 11:00 a.m. by Council President Reed.  On roll call by the City Clerk, Iva Nelson, the following council members answered present: Higgins, Countryman, Avery, Echols, Stewart, Cannon and Reed.  The clerk stated a quorum was present and the meeting was open for business.  Mayor Guyton, Jeramy Ward, Roger Kirby and Chief Crouch were also present.

	
	The invocation was given by Councilman Countryman.

	
	The minutes of the last meeting held on April 13, 2010, were approved by unanimous vote.

	
	Payment of the HTE System accounts for the week of April 9 - 15 were ratified by unanimous vote.


#111101-111302
General
$950,667.21

	
	Mayor Guyton read a proclamation proclaiming April 18-24, 2010, as “National Volunteer Week” and presented a copy to Denise Cooey (Emergency Management Agency).  Ms. Cooey thanked all volunteers and recognized Roger Hardin, Volunteer Coordinator.

	
	PUBLIC HEARING
President Reed stated this was the time and place as advertised to conduct the following public hearing:

	
	(1) The floor was opened to allow anyone to speak for or in opposition to a resolution approving issuance of an alcoholic beverage license for Squeaky Dee Beverage and Rib Shack at 1419 East Broad Street in District 1.  No one spoke.  The following resolution was introduced in writing for consideration:

	
	RESOLUTION NO. R-94-10
APPROVING ISSUANCE OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE LICENSE

	
	(Julia Taylor - Squeaky Dee Beverage and Rib Shack - 1419 East Broad Street - Retail beer and table wine, on or off premises)

	
	Councilman Avery moved to adopt the resolution as introduced, which motion was seconded by Councilman Cannon and adopted by the following vote:

AYES: Higgins, Avery, Echols, Stewart, Cannon, Reed

NAYS: Countryman

	
	RESOLUTIONS PRESENTED FOR CONSIDERATION:
(1) The following resolution was introduced in writing for consideration:

	
	RESOLUTION NO. R-95-10
AWARDING BID NO. 3130

	
	(Awarding Bid No. 3130 - Design and installation of Helical Piles for Pitman Theater - Parrot Structural Services, LLC - $14,446.00)

	
	Councilman Avery moved to adopt the resolution as introduced, which motion was seconded by Councilman Higgins and unanimously adopted.

	
	(2) The following resolution was introduced in writing for consideration:

	
	RESOLUTION NO. R-96-10
AUTHORIZING AGREEMENT WITH

JUSTEX SYSTEMS

	
	(Authorizing Agreement - Justex Systems, Inc. - For promotional examinations and related services and products for the positions of sergeant, lieutenant and captain in the Police Department - Estimated cost of $9,900.00)

	
	Councilman Avery moved to adopt the resolution as introduced, which motion was seconded by Councilman Stewart and unanimously adopted.

	
	(3) The following resolution was introduced in writing for consideration:

	
	RESOLUTION NO. R-97-10
AUTHORIZING RIGHT-OF-WAY EASEMENT

TO ALABAMA POWER COMPANY

	
	(Authorizing Easement - Alabama Power Company - To extend electrical service to the pump station by installing utility poles within the back five feet of the existing right-of-way on Airport Road)

	
	Councilman Avery moved to adopt the resolution as introduced, which motion was seconded by Councilman Stewart and unanimously adopted.

	
	ORDINANCE - FIRST READING

The following ordinance was introduced in writing and read by President Reed:

	
	(1) ORDINANCE - AMENDING CITY CODE REGARDING SALES TAX HOLIDAY

	
	Since no action was taken in this meeting, the ordinance will be placed on the agenda of the next regular meeting for consideration.

	
	NEW BUSINESS
(1)  Councilman Cannon introduced the following resolution in writing for consideration:

	
	RESOLUTION NO. R-98-10
AUTHORIZING AGREEMENT WITH ALDOT

	
	(Authorizing Construction Agreement - Alabama Department of Transportation - MPO project to resurface Forrest Avenue from 7th Street to 12th Street - Estimated cost of $189,789.00 - Note: City will be responsible for $37,958.00)

	
	Councilman Cannon noted the city’s paving bid includes the portion from 12th Street to Van Dell Boulevard, which has a completion date of July 16.  

	
	President Reed received unanimous consent to immediately consider the resolution as an item of new business.  Councilman Cannon moved to adopt the resolution, which motion was seconded by Councilman Avery and unanimously adopted.

	
	(2) Councilman Cannon introduced the following resolution in writing for consideration:

	
	RESOLUTION NO. R-99-10
AUTHORIZING AGREEMENT WITH ALDOT

	
	(Authorizing Preliminary Engineering Agreement - Alabama Department of Transportation - MPO project to resurface Forrest Avenue from 7th Street to 12th Street - Estimated cost of $22,497.00 - Note: City will be responsible for $4,499.00)

	
	President Reed received unanimous consent to immediately consider the resolution as an item of new business.  Councilman Cannon moved to adopt the resolution, which motion was seconded by Councilman Avery and unanimously adopted.

	
	(3) Councilman Higgins introduced the following resolution in writing for consideration:

	
	RESOLUTION NO. R-100-10
AUTHORIZING AMENDMENT TO AGREEMENT WITH

JACOBS ENGINEERING GROUP, INC.

	
	(Amending Agreement - Jacobs Engineering Group, Inc. - To increase budget by $3,202.00 and  extend contract date to June 30, 2010 - For completion of Long Range Transportation Plan update for the city’s public transit system)

	
	President Reed received unanimous consent to immediately consider the resolution as an item of new business.  Councilman Higgins moved to adopt the resolution, which motion was seconded by Councilman Avery and unanimously adopted.

	
	(4) Councilman Higgins introduced the following ordinance in writing for consideration:

	
	ORDINANCE NO. O-16-10
ASSENTING TO ANNEXATION OF PROPERTY

TO THE CITY OF GADSDEN, ALABAMA

	
	(Authorizing Annexation - Approximately 4.69 acres on Camden Cove Point - Requested by Thomas W. Lee, as manager of 3 C’s Properties, LLC - For development of Camden Cove III, a 13-lot subdivision)

	
	Councilman Higgins moved to suspend the rules to immediately consider the ordinance as an item of new business.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Countryman and approved by the following vote:

AYES:  Higgins, Countryman, Avery, Echols, Stewart, Cannon, Reed

NAYS:  None

	
	Councilman Higgins moved to adopt the ordinance, which motion was seconded by Councilman Countryman and unanimously adopted.

	
	(5) Councilman Avery introduced the following ordinance in writing for consideration:

	
	ORDINANCE NO. O-17-10
ADOPTING THIRTY-MINUTE LIMITED TIME PARKING ZONES

	
	(Establishing thirty minute parking zones for two parking spaces on the east side of N. 3rd Street, between Broad Street and Locust Street)

	
	Councilman Avery stated that parking for a longer time is detrimental to the businesses at 115 N. 3rd Street.

	
	Councilman Avery moved to suspend the rules to immediately consider the ordinance as an item of new business.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Higgins and approved by the following vote:

AYES:  Higgins, Countryman, Avery, Echols, Stewart, Cannon, Reed

NAYS:  None

	
	Councilman Avery moved to adopt the ordinance, which motion was seconded by Councilman Countryman and unanimously adopted.

	
	MAYOR AND COUNCIL REMARKS
Councilman Cannon noted the Alabama City gazebo is complete and available for rent.  He encouraged property owners to keep their grass cut to avoid nuisance abatement proceedings.  In response to President Reed’s inquiry, Councilman Cannon noted mowing on street rights-of-way is being addressed, as well as inspection of playground equipment.

	
	Councilman Stewart responded to a comment last week regarding his absence and pointed out his attendance record is the best.  He announced the Master Gardeners plant sale on April 
23-24 and passed along a tip regarding a powerful fertilizer, chicken manure.  Councilman Avery thanked him for the lesson and noted reasons for missing meetings differ.

	
	Councilman Countryman read a news article regarding a planning meeting for four-laning Highway 411, which was held in 1969.  He encouraged traffic safety during the upcoming summer.

	
	Councilman Higgins expressed appreciation to District 1 meeting attendees and thanked Mayor Guyton for his response to their discussion.  He thanked volunteers who worked on the Davis Street cemetery and announced a clean-up effort this Saturday.  Councilman Higgins encouraged painters to volunteer for the upcoming paint blitz.  He congratulated Gadsden State Community College’s tennis team for its success in recent competitions.  Councilman Higgins noted work on Hughley Park and said Burnett Park will be addressed.  He asked about the traffic signal at Springfield and E. Meighan Boulevard.  Jeramy Ward and Mayor Guyton responded, stating the State does not wish to change the timing of the signals.

	
	President Reed expressed appreciation to EMA staff and volunteers and provided the telephone number for citizens to call if they haven’t received their census form.

	
	Mayor Guyton commended Antrenise Cole for the excellent job she does in reporting city news.  He pointed out data concerning city finances was very similar in March and April articles, but an unknown person at The Gadsden Times selected headlines that conflicted.  The Mayor referred to an article in Forbes Magazine that favorably ranked Gadsden, and cited many positive accomplishments and projects.  He pointed out there had been no reduction of services nor layoff of employees during the economic downturn.  President Reed encouraged having a positive attitude and complimented Antrenise.  He invited the editor and publisher of The Gadsden Times to attend next week’s meeting.  Councilman Countryman noted the Green Valley Racetrack is absent from the newspaper’s coverage of area racing events.

	
	Mayor Guyton announced next week’s clean-up activities and recognized Marvis Carter, who coordinated the effort.

	
	There being no further business to come before the Council, the meeting was duly adjourned.

_________________________________________

Iva Nelson, City Clerk (4-20-10)
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