	
	 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1COUNCIL CHAMBER - CITY HALL - GADSDEN, ALABAMA

APRIL 13, 2010 - 11:00 A.M.

The City Council met on April 13, 2010, in regular session.

	
	The meeting was called to order at 11:00 a.m. by Council President Reed.  On roll call by the City Clerk, Iva Nelson, the following council members answered present: Higgins, Countryman, Avery, Echols, Cannon and Reed.  Councilman Stewart was absent.  The clerk stated a quorum was present and the meeting was open for business.  Mayor Guyton, Chad Hare, Roger Kirby and Chief Crouch were also present.

	
	The invocation was given by Brian Harbison.

	
	The minutes of the last meeting held on April 6, 2010, were approved by unanimous vote.

	
	Payment of the HTE System accounts for the week of April 2 - 8 were ratified by unanimous vote.


#110883-111100
General
$571,985.94

	
	Mayor Guyton read a proclamation proclaiming the month of April as “Clean Up Gadsden and Etowah County Month”.  The Mayor announced details of the city clean-up day on Saturday, April 17 and recognized Sheriff Todd Entrekin, Natalie Barton and Lisa Dover, who were present in the meeting.

	
	PUBLIC HEARINGS
President Reed stated this was the time and place as advertised to conduct the following public hearings:

	
	(1) The floor was opened to allow anyone to speak for or in opposition to a resolution ordering the abatement of nuisances on property at 620 Turrentine Avenue, Windell L. Jolly, MERS (Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc.), on behalf of the lender Homecomings Finance Network, Inc. being the last known owners.  Windell Jolley related events concerning the insurance settlement, communications with GMAC, Sirote and Permut, and HUD, and utility issues.  He requested additional time to resolve these matters.  Brian Harbison, Building Inspector, stated a fire involving this structure had been ruled a total loss.  He said no improvements have been made since the case began on January 5, 2010, and recommended abatement.  The following resolution was introduced in writing for consideration: 

	
	RESOLUTION NO. R-89-10
ORDERING ABATEMENT OF NUISANCE

	
	(Ordering Abatement of Nuisance - 620 Turrentine Avenue - District 5 - Windell L. Jolly; MERS (Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc.), on behalf of the lender Homecomings Finance Network, Inc. )

	
	Councilman Avery asked if there is an insurance problem.  Mr. Harbison said he received no communication from them, but the Fire Department investigation is complete.  Roger Kirby, City Attorney, noted there are still some mortgage issues.  Councilman Avery suggested ensuring that the structure is not needed for further investigation before demolishing it. President Reed noted Councilman Stewart had requested the council to proceed with abatement.  Mr. Jolley was advised to provide the insurance information to the Building Department.

	
	Councilman Echols moved to adopt the resolution as introduced, which motion was seconded by Councilman Cannon and unanimously adopted.

	
	RESOLUTIONS PRESENTED FOR CONSIDERATION:
(1) The following resolution was introduced in writing for consideration:

	
	RESOLUTION NO. R-90-10
AUTHORIZING AGREEMENT FOR

ROTARY RIVERFRONT STAGE

	
	(Authorizing Agreement - Gadsden Rotary Club - Regarding $10,000.00 contribution from organization for construction of stage on city property - To be located on west bank of Coosa River, near Fish Market Restaurant - Providing for signage recognizing the gift)

	
	Councilman Echols moved to adopt the resolution as introduced, which motion was seconded by Councilman Avery and unanimously adopted.

	
	NEW BUSINESS
(1)  Councilman Countryman introduced the following resolution in writing for consideration:

	
	RESOLUTION NO. R-91-10
AWARDING BID NO. 3129

	
	(Awarding Bid No. 3129 (HUD 110) - Springdale Road Improvements Project - McCartney Construction Company, Inc. - $325,317.00)

	
	President Reed received unanimous consent to immediately consider the resolution as an item of new business.  Councilman Countryman moved to adopt the resolution, which motion was seconded by Councilman Avery and unanimously adopted.

	
	(2) Councilman Avery introduced the following resolution in writing for consideration:

	
	RESOLUTION NO. R-92-10
AUTHORIZING EMERGENCY SHELTER GRANT

APPLICATION AND CERTIFICATION

	
	(Approving Emergency Shelter Grant Application and Certification - Through Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs - Pass-through grants in the amount of $90,000 for Salvation Army and $85,000.00 for Thirteenth Place - Pursuant to McKinney Act)

	
	President Reed received unanimous consent to immediately consider the resolution as an item of new business.  Councilman Avery moved to adopt the resolution, which motion was seconded by Councilman Countryman and unanimously adopted.

	
	(3) Councilman Avery introduced the following resolution in writing for consideration:

	
	RESOLUTION NO. R-93-10
AUTHORIZING THE SATISFACTION OF NUISANCE ABATEMENT LIENS

	
	(Authorizing Satisfaction of Nuisance Abatement Liens - Property located at 425 North 11th Street in District 3 - Accepting offer of $1,0000.00 from Robert & Christina Scott)

	
	President Reed received unanimous consent to immediately consider the resolution as an item of new business.  Councilman Avery moved to adopt the resolution, which motion was seconded by Councilman Countryman and unanimously adopted.

	
	DEPARTMENT REPORT
Kerry Payne noted that Gadsden is hosting the Alabama Historical Association’s state conference this Thursday through Saturday.  He said overgrown grass at parks and community centers is being addressed this week and reported on a very successful “Smoke on the Falls” event.

	
	MAYOR AND COUNCIL REMARKS
Councilman Cannon commended Parks and Recreation employees for their work on “Smoke on the Falls”.  He noted that attention is needed on playground equipment at Elliott Community Center and other parks.

	
	Councilman Echols thanked everyone for their concern during his recent hospital stay.

	
	Councilman Avery recognized residents of Joseph T. Robinson Street who were present to express concern over nuisance and drug problems.  He stressed the need for active police enforcement, rather than “building a case” for a long period of time, and advised efforts are underway to locate the owner of the rental property.  President Reed thanked the group for coming.  Mayor Guyton advised nuisance cases are underway and the house can’t be rented again until it passes an inspection.

	
	Councilman Avery referred to travel issues that have been raised within a few months of the election, stating it began with adoption of the ordinance dividing council travel funds.  He said council travel is being investigated and some employees were told they would have to pay their travel costs up front.  Councilman Avery stated his intent to continue traveling and addressing campaign issues.  He announced a District 3 meeting to be held at 5 p.m. this Thursday at the Carver Community Center.

	
	Councilman Avery left the meeting at this time.

	
	Councilman Countryman addressed traffic safety issues on Hood Avenue, near Aldi’s Grocery Store, stating a 2008 study indicated a traffic light would interfere with traffic flow.  He noted the city had issued a permit in 2008 and had encouraged the business to construct an alternate driveway, but could not force it to do so.  Councilman Countryman said he had suggested a concrete barrier, since signs have not been effective in preventing dangerous turns at Hood and Elmwood Avenue.  He noted an ALDOT representative is working to resolve the problem.  Councilman Countryman said he has been advised that funds are available for the paving of Highway 411.

	
	Councilman Higgins thanked Congressman Aderholt for his efforts to assist with the I-759 extension project, noting the environmental study is pending.  He said the traffic has increased and will do so even more after the new DHR facility opens in East Gadsden.  Councilman Higgins announced a District 1 meeting at 7 p.m. on April 19, at the East Gadsden Community Center.

	
	President Reed said he was sorry that Councilman Avery had to leave the meeting.  He responded to his comments, stating the travel issue arose at budget time last year when the Mayor asked for a 25% reduction.  President Reed said he felt the council should do the same and had committed to be more selective.  He announced the Census Bureau number for people to call if they have not received their form.

	
	Mayor Guyton thanked the Rotary Club for its donation, noting city employees can perform the work on the stage.  He reported good progress with recycling and reminded citizens of the drop-off locations.  The Mayor invited everyone to meet at city hall on Saturday to participate in the clean-up, and reported on the number of junk cars removed through the Save our Neighborhood program. 

	
	There being no further business to come before the Council, the meeting was duly adjourned.

_________________________________________

Iva Nelson, City Clerk (4-13-10)

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

	
	COUNCIL CONFERENCE ROOM - BID OPENING

APRIL 13, 2010 - 2:00 P.M.

The City Clerk received bid proposals as advertised for the following bid:

	
	Bid No. 3131 - Turnout Gear (Fire Department)


Buddy Gray Fire Equipment
$1,220.00


NAFECO, Inc.
$1,121.21


Sunbelt Fire
$1,119.00


MES Service, Inc.
$1,196.80


Tupelo Fire Equipment, Inc.                                                                    NO BID

	
	Copies of the bids will be forwarded to the Department and the Assistant Purchasing Agent, and a recommendation will be made to the Council.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *


