	
	 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1COUNCIL CHAMBER - CITY HALL - GADSDEN, ALABAMA

MARCH 30, 2010 - 11:00 A.M.

The City Council met on March 30, 2010, in regular session.

	
	The meeting was called to order at 11:00 a.m. by Council President Reed.  On roll call by the City Clerk, Iva Nelson, the following council members answered present: Higgins, Countryman, Avery, Echols, Stewart, Cannon and Reed.  The clerk stated a quorum was present and the meeting was open for business.  Mayor Guyton, Chad Hare, Roger Kirby and Chief Crouch were also present.

	
	The invocation was given by Warren Henry.

	
	The minutes of the last meeting held on March 23, 2010, were approved by unanimous vote.

	
	Payment of the HTE System accounts for the week of March 19 - 25 were ratified by unanimous vote.


#110580-110762
General
$1,772,744.58

	
	Mayor Guyton read proclamations proclaiming:

(1) March 30, 2010, as Sarah Wilhite Day - Presented to Jim Wilhite and Nancy Morrison

(2) April 2009 as “Child Abuse Prevention Month” - Presented to Joan Henry and Nancy Crowley

	
	Mayor Guyton recognized Therapeutic Department employees Bill Fort, Carla Wilson, Dusty Wright and Regina Word.  He introduced players of the city’s Steelers basketball team, who displayed their gold medals.  They won the State Therapeutic Basketball Tournament, a Special Olympics competition.

	
	The Mayor announced clean-up activities, which will be conducted by elementary schools on April 12-16 and city-wide on April 17.  He congratulated Assistant City Clerk Ginny Shaver, who received her Certified Municipal Clerk designation from the International Institute of Municipal Clerks.

	
	PUBLIC HEARINGS
President Reed stated this was the time and place as advertised to conduct the following public hearings:

	
	(1) The floor was opened to allow anyone to speak for or in opposition to a resolution assessing a lien on property at 115 North 20th Street, Victor J. & Chinyere Williams being the last known owners.  No one spoke.  The following resolution was introduced in writing for consideration: 

	
	RESOLUTION NO. R-69-10
ASSESSING NUISANCE ABATEMENT LIEN AGAINST PROPERTY

	
	(Assessing Nuisance Abatement Lien for Grass Cutting - $281.00 - 115 North 20th Street - District 1 - Victor J. & Chinyere Williams)

	
	Councilman Avery moved to adopt the resolution as introduced, which motion was seconded by Councilman Higgins and unanimously adopted.

	
	(2) The floor was opened to allow anyone to speak for or in opposition to a resolution assessing a lien on property at 1431 East Broad Street, Community Homebanc being the last known owner.  No one spoke.  The following resolution was introduced in writing for consideration: 

	
	RESOLUTION NO. R-70-10
ASSESSING NUISANCE ABATEMENT LIEN AGAINST PROPERTY

	
	(Assessing Nuisance Abatement Lien for Grass Cutting - $236.00 - 1431 East Broad Street - District 1 - Community Homebanc - Note: This lien will not be recorded, because it has been paid in full)

	
	Councilman Avery moved to adopt the resolution as introduced, which motion was seconded by Councilman Higgins and unanimously adopted.

	
	(3) The floor was opened to allow anyone to speak for or in opposition to a resolution assessing a lien on property at 411 Avalon Lane, Legacy Investments, LLC and the State of Alabama Property Tax Division being the last known owners.  No one spoke.  The following resolution was introduced in writing for consideration: 

	
	RESOLUTION NO. R-71-10
ASSESSING NUISANCE ABATEMENT LIEN AGAINST PROPERTY

	
	(Assessing Nuisance Abatement Lien for Grass Cutting - $446.00 - 411 Avalon Lane - District 2 - Legacy Investments, LLC; State of Alabama, Property Tax Division)

	
	Councilman Avery moved to adopt the resolution as introduced, which motion was seconded by Councilman Higgins and unanimously adopted.

	
	(4) The floor was opened to allow anyone to speak for or in opposition to a resolution assessing a lien on property at 410 Harpham Street, Dale & Randee Kaplan Bicker and Investors Financial Limited Partnership being the last known owners.  No one spoke.  The following resolution was introduced in writing for consideration: 

	
	RESOLUTION NO. R-72-10
ASSESSING NUISANCE ABATEMENT LIEN AGAINST PROPERTY

	
	(Assessing Nuisance Abatement Lien for Grass Cutting - $161.00 - 410 Harpham Street - District 2 - Dale & Randee Kaplan Bicker; Investors Financial Limited Partnership - Note: This lien will not be recorded, because it has been paid in full)

	
	Councilman Avery moved to adopt the resolution as introduced, which motion was seconded by Councilman Higgins and unanimously adopted.

	
	(5) The floor was opened to allow anyone to speak for or in opposition to a resolution assessing a lien on property at 1719 Airport Boulevard, L.E. Sharpton & etals, c/o Rodney Ward being the last known owners.  No one spoke.  The following resolution was introduced in writing for consideration: 

	
	RESOLUTION NO. R-73-10
ASSESSING NUISANCE ABATEMENT LIEN AGAINST PROPERTY

	
	(Assessing Nuisance Abatement Lien for Grass Cutting - $221.00 - 1719 Airport Boulevard - District 6 - L.E. Sharpton & etals, c/o Rodney Ward)

	
	Councilman Avery moved to adopt the resolution as introduced, which motion was seconded by Councilman Higgins and unanimously adopted.

	
	(6) The floor was opened to allow anyone to speak for or in opposition to a resolution assessing a lien on property at 2904 Ashley Street, the State of Alabama Property Tax Division and Nettie Lue Loveless, c/o Patricia Clay being the last known owners.  No one spoke.  The following resolution was introduced in writing for consideration: 

	
	RESOLUTION NO. R-74-10
ASSESSING NUISANCE ABATEMENT LIEN AGAINST PROPERTY

	
	(Assessing Nuisance Abatement Lien for Grass Cutting - $251.00 - 2904 Ashley Street - District 6 - State of Alabama, Property Tax Division; Nettie Lue Loveless, c/o Patricia Clay)

	
	Councilman Avery moved to adopt the resolution as introduced, which motion was seconded by Councilman Higgins and unanimously adopted.

	
	(7) The floor was opened to allow anyone to speak for or in opposition to a resolution approving issuance of an alcoholic beverage license for Caney Fork at 93 Walker Street in District 6.  No one spoke.  The following resolution was introduced in writing for consideration: 

	
	RESOLUTION NO. R-75-10
APPROVING ISSUANCE OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE LICENSE

	
	(Caney Fork Gadsden, LLC - Caney Fork - 93 Walker Street - Restaurant Retail Liquor License)

	
	Councilman Avery moved to adopt the resolution as introduced, which motion was seconded by Councilman Stewart and adopted by the following vote:

AYES: Higgins, Avery, Echols, Stewart, Cannon, Reed

NAYS: Countryman

	
	(8) The floor was opened to allow anyone to speak for or in opposition to a resolution approving issuance of an alcoholic beverage license for Walgreens Store 07717 at 107 East Meighan Boulevard in District 2.  No one spoke.  The following resolution was introduced in writing for consideration: 

	
	RESOLUTION NO. R-76-10
APPROVING ISSUANCE OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE LICENSE

	
	(Walgreen Co. - Walgreens Store 07717 - 107 E. Meighan Boulevard - Retail Beer and Retail Table Wine, off premises only)

	
	Councilman Avery moved to adopt the resolution as introduced, which motion was seconded by Councilman Stewart and adopted by the following vote:

AYES: Higgins, Avery, Echols, Stewart, Cannon, Reed

NAYS: Countryman

	
	RESOLUTIONS PRESENTED FOR CONSIDERATION:
(1) The following resolution was introduced in writing for consideration:

	
	RESOLUTION NO. R-77-10
APPOINTING MEMBERS TO

GADSDEN CULTURAL ARTS FOUNDATION, INC.

	
	(Confirming Mayor’s appointments - Allen Ray, Mary Lee Willard and Willie Maise for terms expiring January 1, 2011 - Kay Moore, Phil Owen and Nanda Patel for terms expiring January 1, 2012 - Pudden McArthur, Tim McCartney and Eloise Turk for terms expiring January 1, 2013)

	
	Councilman Countryman moved to adopt the resolution as introduced, which motion was seconded by Councilman Echols and unanimously adopted.

	
	(2) The following resolution was introduced in writing for consideration:

	
	RESOLUTION NO. R-78-10
AUTHORIZING THE SATISFACTION OF NUISANCE ABATEMENT LIENS

	
	(Correcting Satisfaction of Nuisance Abatement liens authorized by Resolution No. R-444-08 - Including grass cutting liens in the amount of $126.00 and $428.00 - Note: True Believers Worship Center, Inc. had paid $500.00 to satisfy all liens, but only the demolition lien was included in the satisfaction document)

	
	Councilman Avery moved to adopt the resolution as introduced, which motion was seconded by Councilman Stewart and unanimously adopted.

	
	NEW BUSINESS
(1)  Councilman Countryman introduced the following resolution in writing for consideration:

	
	RESOLUTION NO. R-79-10
AUTHORIZING AGREEMENT WITH

SOUTHERN COLLEGIATE BASS FISHING SERIES

	
	(Authorizing Agreement - Southern Collegiate Bass Fishing Series - $1,500.00 - To sponsor a fishing tournament held on March 19 & 20, 2010)

	
	President Reed received unanimous consent to immediately consider the resolution as an item of new business.  Councilman Avery moved to adopt the resolution, which motion was seconded by Councilman Stewart and unanimously adopted.

	
	(2) Councilman Countryman introduced the following resolution in writing for consideration:

	
	RESOLUTION NO. R-80-10
AUTHORIZING AGREEMENT WITH S&ME, INC.

	
	(Authorizing Agreement - S&ME, Inc. - $3,100.00 - For environmental consulting services relating to the Springdale Road Improvement Project)

	
	President Reed received unanimous consent to immediately consider the resolution as an item of new business.  Councilman Countryman moved to adopt the resolution, which motion was seconded by Councilman Higgins and unanimously adopted.

	
	(3) Councilman Higgins introduced the following resolution in writing for consideration:

	
	RESOLUTION NO. R-81-10
AUTHORIZING AGREEMENT WITH

GREAT SOUTHERN ENGINEERING, INC.

	
	(Authorizing Agreement - Great Southern Engineering, Inc. - For an asbestos and lead paint survey of General Forrest Middle School - Cost not to exceed $5,953.00)

	
	President Reed received unanimous consent to immediately consider the resolution as an item of new business.  Councilman Higgins moved to adopt the resolution, which motion was seconded by Councilman Countryman and unanimously adopted.

	
	(4) Councilman Avery introduced the following resolution in writing for consideration:

	
	RESOLUTION NO. R-82-10
APPROVING ISSUANCE OF SPECIAL EVENT

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE LICENSE

	
	(The Fish Market - Special Events Retail Alcoholic Beverage License - In conjunction with The Boys and Girls Club Fund Raiser Event - From 6:00 a.m. Friday, April 30, 2010, to midnight Saturday, May 1, 2010)

	
	President Reed received unanimous consent to immediately consider the resolution as an item of new business.  Councilman Avery moved to adopt the resolution, which motion was seconded by Councilman Stewart and adopted by the following vote:

AYES: Higgins, Avery, Echols, Stewart, Cannon, Reed

NAYS: Countryman

	
	BOARD REPORT
Kay Moore announced special Good Friday church programs and First Friday activities.  She noted the Gadsden Public Library will host the finale of “Gadsden Reads” on the front lawn of city hall.

	
	MAYOR AND COUNCIL REMARKS
The Mayor and Council joined in welcoming Youth in Government students from Gadsden City Hall School.  They encouraged them to learn, get involved in local government and to consider running for office someday.  Mayor Guyton referred to the possibility of summer jobs through grant funds and noted job applications had been distributed to the students.  Councilman Avery encouraged them to complete voter registration forms and participate in this summer’s elections.

	
	Councilman Countryman noted that Senator Larry Means had assured him that funding will be appropriated for paving on the Highway 411 four-laning project.

	
	Councilman Higgins stressed the importance of investigating the Earned Income Tax Credit when filing Federal income taxes and mailing in Census forms.

	
	Councilman Echols commended Sarah Wilhite’s dedication and work with abused children during her life.

	
	Councilman Cannon advised Nancy Crowley, former principal of Walnut Park Elementary School, that she is missed.  

	
	President Reed announced changes in the garbage collection schedule due to the Good Friday holiday.

	
	There being no further business to come before the Council, the meeting was duly adjourned.

_________________________________________

Iva Nelson, City Clerk (3-30-10)

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

	
	COUNCIL CONFERENCE ROOM - BID OPENING

MARCH 30, 2010 - 2:00 P.M.

The Assistant City Clerk received bid proposals as advertised for the following bid:

	
	Bid No. 3130 - Design and Installation of Helical Piles for Pitman Theater (Engineering)


Parrot Structural Services, LLC
$14,638.00

	
	Copies of the bid will be forwarded to the City Engineer, and a recommendation will be made to the Council.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *


