	
	 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1COUNCIL CHAMBER - CITY HALL - GADSDEN, ALABAMA

MARCH 2, 2010 - 11:00 A.M.

The City Council met on March 2, 2010, in regular session.

	
	The meeting was called to order at 11:00 a.m. by Council President Reed.  On roll call by the City Clerk, Iva Nelson, the following council members answered present: Higgins, Countryman, Avery, Echols, Stewart, Cannon and Reed.  The clerk stated a quorum was present and the meeting was open for business.  Chad Hare, Roger Kirby and Chief Crouch were also present.  Mayor Guyton was absent.

	
	The invocation was given by Councilman Countryman.

	
	The minutes of the last meeting held on February 16, 2010, were approved by unanimous vote.

	
	Payment of the HTE System accounts for the weeks of February 12 -18 and February 19-25 were ratified by unanimous vote.


#109727-110042
General
$1,826,597.92

	
	PUBLIC HEARINGS
President Reed stated this was the time and place as advertised to conduct the following public hearings:

	
	(1) The floor was opened to allow anyone to speak for or in opposition to a resolution ordering the abatement of nuisances on property at 1110 South 10th Street, Danny J. Thornton & Katherine Lavelle Thornton and Donald W. Wiggs and wife, Katha K. Wiggs being the last known owners.  Brian Harbison, Building Inspector, stated no improvements have been made since procedures began in October 2008, and recommended abatement.  The following resolution was introduced in writing for consideration:

	
	RESOLUTION NO. R-33-10
ORDERING ABATEMENT OF NUISANCE

	
	(Ordering Abatement of Nuisance - 1110 South 10th Street - District 5 - Danny J. Thornton & Katherine Lavelle Thornton; Donald W. Wiggs and wife, Katha K. Wiggs)

	
	Councilman Stewart moved to adopt the resolution as introduced, which motion was seconded by Councilman Avery and unanimously adopted.

	
	(2) The floor was opened to allow anyone to speak for or in opposition to a resolution ordering the abatement of nuisances on property at 12 Lakefront Avenue in District 6, Justin Shane Jenkins and Community Credit Union being the last known owners.  Brian Harbison, Building Inspector, recommended a 30-day extension, based on recent improvements.  Councilman Cannon moved to table the resolution for 30 days, which motion was seconded by Councilman Echols and unanimously carried.

	
	RESOLUTIONS PRESENTED FOR CONSIDERATION:
(1) The following resolution was introduced in writing for consideration:

	
	RESOLUTION NO. R-34-10
APPROVING ADVANCE FOR TRAVEL EXPENSES

	
	(Approving Travel Advance - $428.80 each - For council members Avery and Higgins to attend the NLC Congressional Conference to be held March 13-17, 2010, in Washington, D.C.)

	
	Councilman Countryman moved to adopt the resolution as introduced, which motion was seconded by Councilman Stewart and unanimously adopted.

	
	NEW BUSINESS
(1) Councilman Stewart introduced the following ordinance in writing for consideration:

	
	ORDINANCE NO. O-10-10
AMENDING FISCAL YEAR 2010 BUDGET

	
	(Amending FY2010 Budget - Acceptance of Federal grant - Turnout gear for the Fire Department - Reflecting receipt of $66,096.00, transferring $7,344.00 for local 10% match and appropriating $73,440.00)

	
	Councilman Stewart moved to suspend the rules to immediately consider the ordinance as an item of new business.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Avery and approved by the following vote:

AYES:  Higgins, Countryman, Avery, Echols, Stewart, Cannon, Reed

NAYS:  None

	
	Councilman Stewart moved to adopt the ordinance, which motion was seconded by Councilman Avery and unanimously adopted.

	
	(2) Councilman Stewart introduced the following resolution in writing for consideration:

	
	RESOLUTION NO. R-35-10
AUTHORIZING SOLE SOURCE PURCHASE OF

UPWARDLY MOBILE PAYLOAD DEVICE SYSTEM

	
	(Authorizing sole source purchase - AeroVironment UAS - $149,990.00 - For upwardly mobile payload device system for Police Department - Providing for Police Department to authorize use of the equipment through cooperative agreements with other law enforcement agencies)

	
	President Reed received unanimous consent to immediately consider the resolution as an item of new business.  Councilman Stewart moved to adopt the resolution, which motion was seconded by Councilman Avery and unanimously adopted.

	
	(3) Councilman Stewart introduced the following resolution in writing for consideration:

	
	RESOLUTION NO. R-36-10
AUTHORIZING MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN

GADSDEN/ETOWAH COUNTY EMA AND CITY OF SOUTHSIDE

	
	(Authorizing Memorandum of Understanding - Between Gadsden/Etowah County Emergency Management Agency and the City of Southside - Regarding use of Southside Community Center at 3680 Highway 77 - For staging and distribution of resources or the reception or relocation of evacuees in the event of a disaster, emergency, or training)

	
	President Reed received unanimous consent to immediately consider the resolution as an item of new business.  Councilman Stewart moved to adopt the resolution, which motion was seconded by Councilman Avery and unanimously adopted.

	
	(4) Councilman Stewart introduced the following resolution in writing for consideration:

	
	RESOLUTION NO. R-37-10
AUTHORIZING MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN

GADSDEN/ETOWAH COUNTY EMA AND CITY OF RAINBOW CITY

	
	(Authorizing Memorandum of Understanding - Between Gadsden/Etowah County Emergency Management Agency and the City of Rainbow City - Regarding use of Community Center at 3702 Rainbow Drive - For staging and distribution of resources or the reception or relocation of evacuees in the event of a disaster, emergency, or training)

	
	President Reed received unanimous consent to immediately consider the resolution as an item of new business.  Councilman Stewart moved to adopt the resolution, which motion was seconded by Councilman Avery and unanimously adopted.

	
	(5) Councilman Stewart introduced the following resolution in writing for consideration:

	
	RESOLUTION NO. R-38-10
AUTHORIZING MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN

GADSDEN/ETOWAH COUNTY EMA AND CITY OF GLENCOE

	
	(Authorizing Memorandum of Understanding - Between Gadsden/Etowah County Emergency Management Agency and the City of Glencoe - Regarding use of George Wallace Senior Center at 407 Hollingsworth Park Lane - For staging and distribution of resources or the reception or relocation of evacuees in the event of a disaster, emergency, or training)

	
	President Reed received unanimous consent to immediately consider the resolution as an item of new business.  Councilman Stewart moved to adopt the resolution, which motion was seconded by Councilman Avery and unanimously adopted.

	
	(6) Councilman Stewart introduced the following resolution in writing for consideration:

	
	RESOLUTION NO. R-39-10
AUTHORIZING MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN

GADSDEN/ETOWAH COUNTY EMA AND CITY OF HOKES BLUFF

	
	(Authorizing Memorandum of Understanding - Between Gadsden/Etowah County Emergency Management Agency and the City of Hokes Bluff - Regarding use of Nutrition Center at 5981 Gilliland Street - For staging and distribution of resources or the reception or relocation of evacuees in the event of a disaster, emergency, or training)

	
	President Reed received unanimous consent to immediately consider the resolution as an item of new business.  Councilman Stewart moved to adopt the resolution, which motion was seconded by Councilman Avery and unanimously adopted.

	
	(7) Councilman Stewart introduced the following resolution in writing for consideration:

	
	RESOLUTION NO. R-40-10
AUTHORIZING MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN GADSDEN/

ETOWAH COUNTY EMA AND REECE CITY VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT

	
	(Authorizing Memorandum of Understanding - Between Gadsden/Etowah County Emergency Management Agency and Reece City Volunteer Fire Department - Regarding use of Fire Station at 1023 Valley Drive - For staging and distribution of resources or the reception or relocation of evacuees in the event of a disaster, emergency, or training)

	
	President Reed received unanimous consent to immediately consider the resolution as an item of new business.  Councilman Stewart moved to adopt the resolution, which motion was seconded by Councilman Avery and unanimously adopted.

	
	(8) Councilman Stewart introduced the following resolution in writing for consideration:

	
	RESOLUTION NO. R-41-10
AUTHORIZING MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN

GADSDEN/ETOWAH COUNTY EMA AND CITY OF GADSDEN

	
	(Authorizing Memorandum of Understanding - Between Gadsden/Etowah County Emergency Management Agency and the City of Gadsden - Regarding use of Convention Hall at 344 South First Street - For staging and distribution of resources or the reception or relocation of evacuees in the event of a disaster, emergency, or training)

	
	President Reed received unanimous consent to immediately consider the resolution as an item of new business.  Councilman Stewart moved to adopt the resolution, which motion was seconded by Councilman Avery and unanimously adopted.

	
	(9) Councilman Cannon introduced the following resolution in writing for consideration:

	
	RESOLUTION NO. R-42-10
AUTHORIZING THE SATISFACTION OF NUISANCE ABATEMENT LIEN

	
	(Authorizing Satisfaction of Nuisance Abatement Lien - 3213 Shahan Avenue in District 6 - Accepting offer of $1,000.00 from Gloria Minyard)

	
	President Reed received unanimous consent to immediately consider the resolution as an item of new business.  Councilman Cannon moved to adopt the resolution, which motion was seconded by Councilman Higgins and unanimously adopted.

	
	(10) Councilman Countryman introduced the following resolution in writing for consideration:

	
	RESOLUTION NO. R-43-10
REQUESTING PLACEMENT OF DEFIBRILLATORS IN CITY FACILITIES

	
	(Requesting Mayor to procure and place automatic external defibrillators on each floor of City Hall and other appropriate City facilities - For the protection and care of the health and safety of the public)

	
	Councilman Countryman referred to a recent incident at the courthouse, noting the equipment was in place and was used.  He said although those efforts were unsuccessful, survival rates are greatly increased in many cases.  Councilman Countryman stated the defibrillators are expensive, but expressed hope that the program can be started and expanded in the future.

	
	President Reed received unanimous consent to immediately consider the resolution as an item of new business.  Councilman Countryman moved to adopt the resolution, which motion was seconded by Councilman Avery and unanimously adopted.

	
	(11) Councilman Countryman introduced the following resolution in writing for consideration:

	
	RESOLUTION NO. R-44-10
AUTHORIZING AGREEMENT WITH QORE REGARDING

CREATION OF A BORROW PIT

	
	(Authorizing Agreement - Qore Property Sciences - For environmental consulting services - Relating to the creation of a borrow pit on approximately 4.8 acres south of Hokes Bluff High School - To supply daily coverage for the Gadsden Landfill)

	
	President Reed received unanimous consent to immediately consider the resolution as an item of new business.  Councilman Countryman moved to adopt the resolution, which motion was seconded by Councilman Stewart and adopted by the following vote:

AYES: Higgins, Countryman, Echols, Stewart, Cannon, Reed

ABSTENTIONS: Avery

	
	(12) Councilman Countryman introduced the following resolution in writing for consideration:

	
	RESOLUTION NO. R-45-10
AUTHORIZING AGREEMENT WITH

ETOWAH COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION

	
	(Authorizing Agreement - Etowah County Board of Education - For free use of dirt obtained by undercutting property adjacent to Hokes Bluff High School - For a term of one year, with an option to renew)

	
	Councilman Countryman explained difficulties have occurred in using the supply of dirt at the Rigid Building site, due to wet weather conditions.  Councilman Avery stated he feels the possibility of obtaining free dirt from within the city exists and noted a former offer from Valley Street was rejected.

	
	President Reed received unanimous consent to immediately consider the resolution as an item of new business.  Councilman Countryman moved to adopt the resolution, which motion was seconded by Councilman Stewart and adopted by the following vote:

AYES: Higgins, Countryman, Echols, Stewart, Cannon, Reed

ABSTENTIONS: Avery

	
	(13) Councilman Higgins introduced the following ordinance in writing for consideration:

	
	ORDINANCE NO. O-11-10
ADOPTING COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT

PROGRAM FY2010-FY2014 CONSOLIDATED PLAN,

FY2010 ACTION PLAN, FY2010 BUDGET

	
	(Adopting FY2010-FY2014 Consolidated Plan - For the projected housing and Community Development needs - For a period from June 1, 2010, through May 31, 2014; Adopting FY2010 Action Plan - To complete the goal of meeting the needs set forth in the Consolidated Plan; Adopting FY2010 Budget - $1,200.000.00 - For a period from June 1, 2010, through May 31, 2011)

	
	Councilman Avery explained the plans require a 30-day public comment period, and advised citizens who have concerns to contact the City Clerk’s office or the Community Development Department.

	
	Councilman Higgins moved to suspend the rules to immediately consider the ordinance as an item of new business.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Stewart and approved by the following vote:

AYES:  Higgins, Countryman, Avery, Echols, Stewart, Cannon, Reed

NAYS:  None

	
	Councilman Higgins moved to adopt the ordinance, which motion was seconded by Councilman Countryman and unanimously adopted.

	
	(14) Councilman Avery introduced the following resolution in writing for consideration:

	
	RESOLUTION NO. R-46-10
AUTHORIZING TAX ABATEMENT AGREEMENT FOR

FEHRER SOUTH CAROLINA, LLC

	
	(Authorizing Tax Abatement Agreement - Fehrer South Carolina, LLC - For all state and local noneducational property taxes and all construction related transaction taxes, except those levied for education purposes or for capital improvements for education - For a period of ten years)

	
	Councilman Avery noted this firm is an automotive supplier for Volkswagen and Mercedes.  Councilman Echols said it is the first “tier one” in Alabama and President Reed credited workforce development efforts as a factor in the company’s decision to locate here.

	
	President Reed received unanimous consent to immediately consider the resolution as an item of new business.  Councilman Avery moved to adopt the resolution, which motion was seconded by Councilman Countryman and unanimously adopted.

	
	COUNCIL REMARKS
Councilman Higgins expressed hope that weather conditions will be favorable for the upcoming street resurfacing project.  He reminded citizens that census information is forthcoming.

	
	Councilmen Higgins and Avery joined in reiterating the importance of pursuing the Earned Income Tax Credit.

	
	President Reed reported on last week’s tour of the career tech facility at Gadsden City High School and thanked everyone who assisted with funding.

	
	Councilman Cannon noted landscaping at the Wall Street gazebo and construction of the community center at Banks Park are almost complete.  He asked for the public’s patience as Public Works employees work to finish leaf collection.  Councilman Cannon announced tonight’s Save Our Neighborhood meeting at the Elliott Community Center at 6 p.m.

	
	Councilman Avery announced a Save Our Neighborhood meeting at 5 p.m. on March 8, at the Carver Community Center.

	
	There being no further business to come before the Council, the meeting was duly adjourned.

_________________________________________

Iva Nelson, City Clerk (3-2-10)

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *


