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FEBRUARY 2, 2010 - 11:00 A.M.

The City Council met on February 2, 2010, in regular session.

	
	The meeting was called to order at 11:00 a.m. by Council President Reed.  On roll call by the City Clerk, Iva Nelson, the following council members answered present: Higgins, Countryman, Avery, Echols, Stewart, Cannon and Reed.  The clerk stated a quorum was present and the meeting was open for business.  Mayor Guyton, Chad Hare, Roger Kirby and Chief Crouch were also present.

	
	The invocation was given by Phil Swindall.

	
	The minutes of the last meeting held on January 26, 2010, were approved by unanimous vote.

	
	Payment of the HTE System accounts for the week of January 22 - 28 were ratified by unanimous vote.


#109087-109275
General
$1,661,183.02

	
	Mayor Guyton read proclamations proclaiming:

(1) February and March 2010 as “The Big Read Months” - Presented to Amanda Jackson, Director of the Gadsden Public Library

(2) commendation of Whitley Concepcion for extraordinary work in the Haiti relief effort 

(3) February 7, 2010, as “National Black HIV/AIDS Awareness Day” - Presented to Warren Dates, 6:52 Project Foundation founder

	
	Mayor Guyton welcomed security detail and student government association students from Job Corps, who were participating in Ground Hog Job Shadow Day.  He invited the public to attend tonight’s Storm Watch event at Convention Hall, which will feature James Spann.

	
	UNFINISHED BUSINESS
(1) Councilman Higgins moved to remove the following resolution from the table, which was tabled on January 26.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Avery and the resolution was presented for consideration:

	
	RESOLUTION NO. R-21-10
ORDERING ABATEMENT OF NUISANCE

	
	(Ordering Abatement of Nuisance - 1208 Springfield Avenue - District 1 - State of Alabama; Jimmie Bush; Annie Hardwick; Zenetta Boykins)

	
	Councilman Higgins moved to adopt the resolution, which motion was seconded by Councilman Countryman and unanimously adopted.

	
	RESOLUTIONS PRESENTED FOR CONSIDERATION:
(1) The following resolution was introduced in writing for consideration:

	
	RESOLUTION NO. R-22-10
REAPPOINTING MEMBERS TO

COMMERCIAL DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

	
	(Reappointing Juarus Rawls, Harry McLendon, Deverick Williams and Carolyn Parker - For terms expiring December 31, 2012)

	
	Councilman Avery moved to adopt the resolution as introduced, which motion was seconded by Councilman Countryman and unanimously adopted.

	
	BOARD REPORT
Kay Moore announced activities for First Friday, noting that last month was the fifth birthday of the event.  She invited everyone to attend the chili cookoff on Saturday.

	
	PUBLIC
Louis Moody complained about actions of some police officers and related an incident that resulted in his arrest and obstructing justice charge.  He added the officer misspelled his name on the report.  Mr. Moody also criticized the court system.  Chief Crouch stated Mr. Moody received a conviction in municipal court several months ago and has an appeal pending in Circuit Court.  President Reed apologized for allowing Mr. Moody to speak, stating he was unaware of the pending case.

	
	MAYOR AND COUNCIL REMARKS
Councilman Higgins thanked everyone for their prayers and concerns, and related details of his recent medical problem.  He commended Gadsden Regional ER and UAB hospital.  The council joined in welcoming him back.

	
	Councilman Higgins announced a District 1 meeting to be held at 6 p.m. on February 22.  He spoke in support of awareness and testing for HIV/AIDS, as well as heart health and “Go Red” activities.

	
	Councilmen Higgins and Avery joined in stressing the importance of responding to the 2010 Census, noting residents will receive materials in March.

	
	Councilman Countryman welcomed James Thornton and expressed hope that the Highway 411 four-laning project will progress to completion.  He referred to Representative Page’s bill to elect the Etowah County school board by district, stating he favors one school board/system for the entire county and metro government.

	
	Councilman Avery pointed out that Gadsden and Attalla residents don’t vote for county board members.  He extended condolences to the family of Zettie Mae Turk.  

	
	Councilman Avery announced a meeting at noon tomorrow regarding long-term aid for Haiti, which will focus on housing.  Councilmen Echols and Cannon joined in encouraging everyone to give toward relief efforts.

	
	Councilman Stewart pointed out the Civil Service Board, rather than the city council, is the entity to hear complaints regarding police officers.

	
	Councilman Cannon announced tonight’s Save Our Neighborhood meeting, which will be held at 6 p.m. at Elliott Community Center.

	
	President Reed welcomed Buster Porch and thanked Shane Ellison and Jeramy Ward for today’s update on the Black Creek Trail project.  He said plans for a District 7 meeting will be announced in the near future.

	
	Mayor Guyton welcomed Etowah County Commission Larry Payne, who was in the audience.

	
	There being no further business to come before the Council, the meeting was duly adjourned.

_________________________________________

Iva Nelson, City Clerk (2-2-10)
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