	
	 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1COUNCIL CHAMBER - CITY HALL - GADSDEN, ALABAMA

JANUARY 12, 2010 - 11:00 A.M.

The City Council met on January 12, 2010, in regular session.

	
	The meeting was called to order at 11:00 a.m. by Council President Reed.  On roll call by the City Clerk, Iva Nelson, the following council members answered present: Higgins, Countryman, Avery, Echols, Stewart, Cannon and Reed.  The clerk stated a quorum was present and the meeting was open for business.  Mayor Guyton, Chad Hare, Roger Kirby and Chief Crouch were also present.

	
	The invocation was given by Brian Harbison.

	
	The minutes of the last meeting held on January 5, 2010, were approved by unanimous vote.

	
	Payment of the HTE System accounts for the week of January 1 - 7 were ratified by unanimous vote.


#108665-108808
General
$571,625.80

	
	UNFINISHED BUSINESS
(1)  The following ordinance, which was introduced for first reading at last week's meeting, was presented for consideration:

	
	ORDINANCE NO. O-05-10
AMENDING CITY CODE REGARDING

FAMILY AND MEDICAL LEAVE

	
	(Amending City Code to comply with Federal Act - Clarifying leave eligibility relating to military service of an employee’s family member - Specifying that family member must be on active duty or reported to deploy to a foreign country - Specifying that injury or illness of family member must have occurred within 5 years prior to seeking treatment for employee to qualify for leave)

	
	Councilman Countryman moved to adopt the ordinance, which motion was seconded by Councilman Higgins and unanimously adopted.

	
	(2)  The following ordinance, which was introduced for first reading at last week's meeting, was presented for consideration:

	
	ORDINANCE NO. O-06-10
ESTABLISHING FIRE DISTRICT AND

REPEALING SECTION 50-64 OF CITY CODE

	
	(Defining Fire District to include all commercial buildings and multi-family residential buildings within Gadsden city limits - Providing for construction standards and fire safety - Note: The fire district formerly did not include the entire city)

	
	In response to Councilman Avery’s inquiry, Brian Harbison explained that sprinkler systems are governed by the Building Code and would not be affected by the fire district.

	
	Councilman Echols moved to adopt the ordinance, which motion was seconded by Councilman Avery and unanimously adopted.

	
	PUBLIC HEARINGS
President Reed stated this was the time and place as advertised to conduct the following public hearings:

	
	(1) The floor was opened to allow anyone to speak for or in opposition to a resolution ordering the abatement of nuisances on property at 501 Ansley Street, the State of Alabama and Artraillia Williams being the last known owners.  Brian Harbison, Building Inspector, stated no improvements have been made to this burned house since procedures began in June 2009, and recommended abatement.  The following resolution was introduced in writing for consideration: 

	
	RESOLUTION NO. R-11-10
ORDERING ABATEMENT OF NUISANCE

	
	(Ordering Abatement of Nuisance - 501 Ansley Street - District 2 - State of Alabama; Artraillia Williams)

	
	Councilman Countryman moved to adopt the resolution as introduced, which motion was seconded by Councilman Echols and unanimously adopted.

	
	(2) The floor was opened to allow anyone to speak for or in opposition to a resolution ordering the abatement of nuisances on property at 1019 3rd Avenue in District 5, Vivian Goodwin Relford, Nancy Lynn Devers, Ralph Franklin Goodwin and Regions Bank being the last known owners.  Brian Harbison, Building Inspector, recommended a 30-day extension, based on recent improvements.  Councilman Stewart moved to tabled the resolution for 30 days, which motion was seconded by Councilman Echols and unanimously carried.

	
	(3) The floor was opened to allow anyone to speak for or in opposition to a resolution ordering the abatement of nuisances on property at 2220 Hill Avenue, Jerry Duane Collier and The Exchange Bank of Alabama being the last known owners.  Brian Harbison, Building Inspector, stated although a permit was obtained in November, no improvements have been made to these garage apartments since procedures began in July 2009.  He recommended abatement.  The following resolution was introduced in writing for consideration:

	
	RESOLUTION NO. R-12-10
ORDERING ABATEMENT OF NUISANCE

	
	(Ordering Abatement of Nuisance - 2220 Hill Avenue - District 6 - Jerry Duane Collier; The Exchange Bank of Alabama)

	
	Councilman Cannon moved to adopt the resolution as introduced, which motion was seconded by Councilman Stewart and unanimously adopted.

	
	(4) President Reed announced the public hearing scheduled for 836 North 34th Street in District 7 has been cancelled, because the nuisances have been abated by the owner.

	
	(5) The floor was opened to allow anyone to speak for or in opposition to a resolution assessing a lien on property at 510 North 9th Street, the State of Alabama, Jennifer Crowley, Roni Marbury, Brenda Marbury Rice, Riggie Loyd, Olivia Davis, Cornelius Slaughter, Tenecia S. Marbury and Community Credit Union (f.k.a. Etowah Steelworkers Credit Union) being the last known owners.  No one spoke.  The following resolution was introduced in writing for consideration:

	
	RESOLUTION NO. R-13-10
ASSESSING NUISANCE ABATEMENT LIEN AGAINST PROPERTY

	
	(Assessing Nuisance Abatement Lien for Demolition - $4,694.31 - 510 North 9th Street - District 3 - State of Alabama; Jennifer Crowley; Roni Marbury; Brenda Marbury Rice; Riggie Loyd; Olivia Davis; Cornelius Slaughter; Tenecia S. Marbury; Community Credit Union (formerly known as Etowah Steelworkers Credit Union))

	
	At the request of Councilman Avery, Brian Harbison explained the condemnation process, which takes eight to twelve months, unless delayed by changes in ownership.  He added that the initial time given to the owner is reduced from 120 to 30 days if a burned house is involved.  If litigation ensues, years can pass before anything is resolved.

	
	Councilman Avery moved to adopt the resolution as introduced, which motion was seconded by Councilman Stewart and unanimously adopted.

	
	RESOLUTIONS PRESENTED FOR CONSIDERATION:
(1) The following resolution was introduced in writing for consideration:

	
	RESOLUTION NO. R-14-10
AWARDING BID NO. 3122

	
	(Awarding Bid No. 3122 - Paint and painting supplies - Colours Paint & Decorating Center - Unit prices totaling $174.12 - Note: 3% local option was utilized)

	
	Councilman Countryman moved to adopt the resolution as introduced, which motion was seconded by Councilman Higgins and unanimously adopted.

	
	(2) The following resolution was introduced in writing for consideration:

	
	RESOLUTION NO. R-15-10
AUTHORIZING CHANGE ORDER #1 FOR BID NO. 3105

	
	(Authorizing Change Order #1 - Bid No. 3105 - East Gadsden Trolley Stop Project - $44,098.00 for replacement of bad soil with engineered fill - Adjusting contract amount with Allen Building Company to $269,740.00)

	
	In response to Councilman Avery’s inquiry, City Engineer Chad Hare advised this is the final cost for the soil replacement.

	
	Councilman Echols moved to adopt the resolution as introduced, which motion was seconded by Councilman Higgins and unanimously adopted.

	
	ORDINANCE PRESENTED FOR CONSIDERATION
(1) The following ordinance was presented in writing for consideration:

	
	ORDINANCE NO. O-07-10
AMENDING CITY CODE SECTION 34-4

REGARDING COMPENSATION OF ELECTION OFFICERS

	
	(Providing for poll workers in city elections to be paid the same amount as those in county and state elections - Compensation is currently $100.00 per day for inspectors and $75.00 for clerks, with everyone receiving $25.00 upon completion of election school)

	
	Councilman Avery moved to suspend the rules to immediately consider the ordinance at its first reading.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Countryman and approved by the following vote:

AYES:  Higgins, Countryman, Avery, Echols, Stewart, Cannon, Reed

NAYS:  None

	
	Councilman Avery moved to adopt the ordinance, which motion was seconded by Councilman Countryman and unanimously adopted.

	
	NEW BUSINESS
(1)  Councilman Avery introduced the following resolution in writing for consideration:

	
	RESOLUTION NO. R-16-10
REQUESTING COORDINATION OF VOTING SITES

	
	(Requesting Etowah County Commission to coordinate the location of voting sites for county and state elections in 2010 with existing location of voting sites for municipal elections to minimize voter confusion)

	
	Councilman Avery pointed out both types of elections will be conducted this year, requiring some voters to vote at two different locations.

	
	President Reed received unanimous consent to immediately consider the resolution as an item of new business.  Councilman Avery moved to adopt the resolution, which motion was seconded by Councilman Countryman and unanimously adopted.

	
	DEPARTMENT REPORT
Craig Scott reported on library activities and invited everyone to attend a mixer at the Gadsden Public Library on January 14, which is being sponsored by the Gadsden Public Library Foundation.

	
	MAYOR AND COUNCIL REMARKS
Councilman Cannon thanked residents who remained at home last Friday during icy conditions, and commended the Public Works Department for its work.

	
	Councilman Stewart announced tonight’s neighborhood meeting at the Full Gospel Baptist Church on Pierce Avenue.

	
	Several councilmen recognized Betty Echols, who was present in the meeting.

	
	Councilman Avery announced a District 3 meeting, which will be held at 10 a.m. on Saturday at the Carver Community Center.  He referred to a California city with sixty employees who amassed a credit card debt over $800,000.  Councilman Avery noted approximately sixty of Gadsden’s employees have credit cards and requested the Mayor to review the number.  He also suggested reviewing cell phones as well.  President Reed pointed out credit cards are needed in some cases to take advantage of sale or clearance items.  Mayor Guyton said the cards are also beneficial for departments not located in city hall.

	
	Councilman Higgins reminded everyone of the Earned Income Tax Credit and the upcoming census.

	
	President Reed and Mayor Guyton joined in commending volunteers and staff of the library, as well as departments that dealt with issues caused by the recent extremely cold weather.  They urged citizens who collect aluminum cans to store them properly behind their houses.

	
	President Reed announced changes in next week’s garbage collection schedule, due to the upcoming Martin Luther King, Jr. holiday.

	
	There being no further business to come before the Council, the meeting was duly adjourned.

_________________________________________

Iva Nelson, City Clerk (1-12-10)

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

	
	COUNCIL CONFERENCE ROOM - BID OPENING

JANUARY 12, 2010 - 2:00 P.M.

The City Clerk received bid proposals as advertised for the following bids:

	
	Bid No. #3124 - 2009-2010 Street Resurfacing Project


McCartney Construction Company, Inc.
$1,711,975.26


J and D Enterprises
$1,918,773.10


Good Hope Contracting Company, Inc.
$2,017,050.74

	
	Bid No. 3121 - Construction of Downtown Trolley Stop


Clark Associates
$227,862.00


QCC, Inc. d/b/a Cooper Construction Co.
$298,895.00


Allen Building Company
$311,527.00


Hale Building Company, Inc.
$314,219.00


B. D. Welch Construction, LLC
$314,500.00


Harley McGatha Construction, Inc.
$329,000.00


Chase Building Group, Inc.
$340,800.00


Barclay Contracting, Inc.
$352,820.00


Hubert Alford Construction, Inc.
$356,900.00


Joey Jones Construction, LLC
$357,670.00

 
ReidCo General Contracting, Inc.
$363,755.00


Boatner Construction Company, Inc.
$365,342.00


Northwest Building Supply
$383,000.00


Goodgame Company, Inc.
$391,900.00

	
	Copies of the bids will be forwarded to the Department and the City Engineer, and a recommendation will be made to the Council.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *


