 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 12007095

ORDINANCE  NO. O-30-07
Prohibiting Certain Portable Coolers for Alcoholic Beverages

Whereas, the Council makes the following findings:

By the time they reach the 8th grade, nearly 50% of U.S. adolescents have had at least one alcoholic drink, and more than 20% report having been “drunk.” Approximately 20% of 8th graders and almost 50% of 12th graders report having consumed alcohol within the past 30 days. Almost 30% of 12th graders report drinking on three or more occasions per month. Approximately 30% of 12th graders report having engaged in heavy episodic drinking or “binge” drinking—that is, having at least five or more drinks on one occasion—once within a two-week period. It is estimated that 20% do so more frequently.


An important factor in underage drinking is availability. Many interventions aimed at the individual have been supplemented by policy changes intended to help reduce youth access to alcohol and decrease the harmful consequences of established drinking. For example, raising the minimum legal drinking age to 21 in all states saved an estimated 20,000 lives between 1975 and 2000. In addition, all states now have zero–tolerance laws, which set the legal blood alcohol limit for drivers younger than age 21 at 0.00 or 0.02%. This has been associated with a 20% decline in the number of single–vehicle, nighttime fatal crashes among drivers younger than age 21. 


The Sober Truth on Preventing Underage Drinking Act (STOP Act), H.R. 864, enacted as Public Law 109-422 on December 20, 2006, calls for modified enforcement of drinking laws, steps to reduce alcohol’s availability to teenagers, increased research on underage drinking, and additional resources for local community efforts. It will also begin the process of developing an adult-oriented media campaign and improve monitoring of the alcohol advertising reaching youth; and


Whereas, some establishments selling alcoholic beverages for off-premise consumption have begun to place large portable coolers with alcoholic beverages on ice available for sale by the individual container; and


Whereas, the placement of these portable coolers makes them easily accessible to persons under the legal age for drinking and encourages immediate consumption on or near the establishment; and


Whereas, Alabama Alcoholic Beverage Control Board Regulation No. 20‑X‑6‑.08, Display Of Alcoholic Beverages By Retail Licensees, states:  “Retail licensees may display alcoholic beverages within their licensed premises, provided said beverages are displayed, stored or kept in such a manner so as not to be conspicuously visible to the public from outside the licensed premises;” and


Whereas, the placement of these portable coolers in an establishment as permitted by rules and regulations of the Alabama Alcoholic Beverage Control Board makes them easy for an underage person to take them and immediately leave the premises without paying for them;
    
Now, Therefore, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF GADSDEN, ALABAMA, that the City Code is amended by adding a new section to Chapter 6, entitled Alcoholic Beverages, Article I, as follows:
Sec. 6-16.
Portable coolers.


No iced container, sometimes referred to as a portable cooler, shall be used or allowed to be used for the sale of individual containers of alcoholic beverages on the premises of an establishment licensed to sell alcoholic beverages on an off-premise basis, unless specifically permitted by resolution of the city council.

I certify that the City Council of the City of Gadsden, Alabama, duly adopted this ordinance at a public meeting held on March 27, 2007.

___________________________

Iva Nelson, City Clerk

APPROVED on ______________, 2007
___________________________

Sherman Guyton, Mayor

