2006703

ORDINANCE  NO. O-13-07
Amending City Code Section 18-34(a)
Regarding Board of Appeals for Various Codes

    
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF GADSDEN, ALABAMA, that Section 18-34(a) of the City Code is amended to read as follows:

Sec. 18-34  Amendments and modifications.


(a)
Building code board of appeals. There is hereby established the building code board of adjustments and appeals, which shall consist of seven members appointed by the city council. The board shall be composed of one architect, one general contractor or engineer and five residents of the city.  This board shall be the board of appeals in lieu of the boards of appeals set out in the following codes:  section 112 of the building code, section 112 of the existing building code, section R112 of the residential code, section 111 of the property maintenance code, section 109 of the plumbing code, section 109 of the fuel gas code, section 108 of the fire code, section 109 of the mechanical code, and section 80.15 of Appendix G of the electrical code.


(1)
Meetings; officers. The members of the board shall meet annually and elect a chairperson, vice-chairperson and secretary.


(2)
Term of members. The term of each member shall be four years. Vacancies shall be filled for an unexpired term in the same manner as original appointments are made. Continued absence of any member from regular meetings of the board shall, at the discretion of the city council, render any such member liable to immediate removal from office.


(3)
Meetings. The board shall hold regular meetings at which all appeals on file shall be considered and acted upon by the board. Meetings may be called by the chairperson at any time. Reasonable notice of the place, time and date of such meetings shall be given all the members of the board and in accordance with the Alabama Open Meetings Act and policies of the city.


(4)
Quorum. Four members of the board shall constitute a quorum. In varying the application of any provisions of a code, in modifying an order of a code official, an affirmative vote of the majority present, but not less than four affirmative votes, shall be required. No board member shall act in a case in which such member has a personal interest.


(5)
Records. All minutes of the board meetings shall be public records. The secretary of the board shall keep all records and perform such additional duties as the board may deem proper. The secretary shall make a detailed record of all proceedings of the board and such records shall set forth the reasons for the board's decisions, the vote of each member participating therein, the absence of a member and any failure of a member to vote.


(6)
Duties. The duties of the board shall be those granted in the applicable codes and the regulations thereunder.


(7)
Procedures. The board shall establish its own rules of procedure for accomplishment of its duties and functions, providing that such rules shall not be in conflict with the provisions of the city code, including the codes adopted by reference pursuant to Section 11-45-8, or the laws of the state.


(8)
Decisions. All decisions of the board to vary the application of any provision of a code, or to modify an order of a code official shall specify in what manner such variance or modification is made, the conditions upon which it is made and the reasons therefor. Every decision shall be in writing and shall indicate the vote upon the decision. A copy of all decisions shall be properly filed in the office of the building official and shall be open to public inspection. The secretary shall notify the appellant in writing of the final action of the board.

I certify that the City Council of the City of Gadsden, Alabama, duly adopted this ordinance at a public meeting held on February 6, 2007.

___________________________

Iva Nelson, City Clerk

APPROVED on February ______, 2007
________________________

Sherman Guyton, Mayor

