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ORDINANCE  NO. O-09-07
Adopting the 2006 edition of the International Mechanical Code, regulating and governing the design, construction, quality of materials, erection, installation, alteration, repair, location, relocation, replacement, 
addition to, use or maintenance of mechanical systems, providing for 
the issuance of permits and collection of fees therefor; repealing 
Sections 18-281 and 18-282 of the City Code and all other ordinances 
and parts of ordinances in conflict therewith


BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF GADSDEN, ALABAMA, as follows:


Section 1.  A certain document, three copies of which are on file in the office of the city clerk, being marked and designated as the International Mechanical Code, 2006 edition, as published by the International Code Council,  is adopted as the mechanical code of the city for regulating and governing the design, construction, quality of materials, erection, installation, alteration, repair, location, relocation, replacement, addition to, use or maintenance of mechanical systems as herein provided; providing for the issuance of permits and collection of fees therefor; and each and all of the regulations, provisions, penalties, conditions and terms of said mechanical code on file in the office of the city clerk are hereby referred to, adopted, and made a part hereof, as if fully set out in this ordinance, with the additions, insertions, deletions and changes, if any, prescribed in Section 2 of this ordinance.


Section 2.  The following sections are hereby revised:


Section 101.1 Title.  These regulations shall be known as the Mechanical Code of the City of Gadsden, hereinafter referred to as “this code.”


Section 106.5.2 Fee Schedule. The fees for mechanical work shall be as indicated in the following schedule:

Initial Fee
For issuing each permit .................................................................................................
$10.00

Additional Fees
Fee for inspecting heating, ventilating, ductwork, air conditioning and refrigeration systems shall be $10.00 for the first $1,000.00, or fraction thereof, of valuation of the installation plus $2.00 for each additional $1,000.00 or fraction thereof.

Fee for inspecting repairs, alterations and additions to an existing system shall be $5.00 plus $2.00 for each $1,000.00 or fraction thereof.

Fee for inspecting boilers (based upon Btu input):

33,000 Btu (1 BHp) to 165,000 (5 BHp) ........................................................................
$  5.00

165,001 Btu (5 BHp) to 330,000 (10 BHp) ....................................................................
  10.00

330,001 Btu (10 BHp) to 1,165,000 (52 BHp) ...............................................................
15.00

1,165,001 Btu (52BHp) to 3,300,000 (98 BHp) .............................................................
25.00

over 3,300,000 Btu (98 BHp ) ........................................................................................
35.00

Note:

1 KJ = 1.055 BTU

1 BHp = 33,475 Btuh.

Fee for Reinspection
In case it becomes necessary to make reinspection of a heating, ventilation, air conditioning or refrigeration system, or boiler installation, the installer of such equipment shall pay a reinspection fee of $5.00.

Temporary Operation Inspection Fee
When preliminary inspection is requested for purposes of permitting temporary operation of a heating, ventilating, refrigeration, or air conditioning system, or portion thereof, a fee of $5.00 shall be paid by the contractor requesting such preliminary inspection.  If the system is not approved for temporary operation on the first preliminary inspection, the usual reinspection fee shall be charged for each subsequent preliminary inspection for such purpose.

Self-Contained Units Less Than Two Tons (1814 Kilograms)
In all buildings, except one and two family dwellings, where self-contained air conditioning units of less than two tons are to be installed, the fee charged shall be that for the total cost of all units combined.


Section 106.5.3 Fee Refunds.  The code official shall authorize the refunding of fees as follows:

1.
The full amount of any fee paid hereunder which was erroneously paid or collected.

2.
Not more than 50% of the permit fee paid when no work has been done under a permit issued in accordance with this code.

3.
Not more than 50% of the plan review fee paid when an application for a permit for which a plan review fee has been paid is withdrawn or canceled before any plan review effort has been expended.


The code official shall not authorize the refunding of any fee paid, except upon written application filed by the original permittee not later than 180 days after the date of fee payment.


Section 108.4 Violation penalties.  Persons who shall violate a provision of this code or shall fail to comply with any of the requirements thereof or who shall erect, install, alter or repair mechanical work in violation of the approved construction documents or directive of the code official, or of a permit or certificate issued under the provisions of this code, shall be guilty of a violation punishable by a fine of not more than $500.00 or by imprisonment not exceeding six months, or both such fine and imprisonment.  Each day that a violation continues after due notice has been served shall be deemed a separate offense.


Section 108.5 Stop work orders.  Upon notice from the code official that mechanical work is being done contrary to the provisions of this code or in a dangerous or unsafe manner, such work shall immediately cease.  Such notice shall be in writing and shall be given to the owner of the property, or to the owner’s agent, or to the person doing the work.  The notice shall state the conditions under which work is authorized to resume.  Where an emergency exists, the code official shall not be required to give a written notice prior to stopping the work.  Any person who shall continue any work on the system after having been served with a stop work order, except such work as that person is directed to perform to remove a violation or unsafe condition, shall be liable for a fine of not less than $100.00 or more than $500.00.


Section 109.  Means of Appeal.  Sections 109.1 through 109.7 are not adopted.  All appeals shall be to the building code board of appeals established by Section 18-34(a) of the City Code.


Section 3.  Sections 18-281 and 18-282 of the City Code and all other ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed.


Section 4. If any section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase of this ordinance is, for any reason, held to be unconstitutional or invalid, such decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this ordinance.  The City Council hereby declares that it would have passed this ordinance, and each section, subsection, clause or phrase thereof, regardless of the fact that any one or more sections, subsections, sentences, clauses and phrases were declared unconstitutional or invalid.


Section 5.  Nothing in this ordinance or in the mechanical code hereby adopted shall be construed to affect any suit or proceeding pending in any court, or any rights acquired, or liability incurred, or any cause or causes of action acquired or existing, under any act or ordinance hereby repealed as cited in Section 3 of this ordinance; nor shall any just or legal right or remedy of any character be lost, impaired or affected by this ordinance.


Section 6.  The City Clerk is hereby ordered and directed to cause this ordinance to be published.  


Section 7.  This ordinance and the rules, regulations, provisions, requirements, orders and matters established and adopted hereby shall take effect and be in full force and effect from and after April 1,2007.

 
I hereby certify that this ordinance was duly adopted by the City Council of Gadsden, Alabama, at a meeting held on February 6, 2007.

___________________________

Iva Nelson, City Clerk

APPROVED on February ______, 2007

___________________________

Sherman Guyton, Mayor

