2006700

ORDINANCE  NO. O-07-07
Adopting 2006 edition of International Fire Code, regulating and 
governing the safeguarding of life and property from fire and explosion hazards arising from the storage, handling and use of hazardous 
substances, materials and devices, and from condition hazardous to life 
or property in the occupancy of buildings and premises; providing for 
the issuance of permits and collection of fees therefor; repealing 
Sections 50-61 through 50-63 and Section 18-35(a) of the City Code 
and all other ordinances and parts of ordinances in conflict therewith; 
and redesignating Section 18-35(b) of the City Code as Section 50-64

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF GADSDEN, ALABAMA, as follows:


Section 1.  A certain document, three copies of which are on file in the office of the City Clerk, being marked and designated as the International Fire Code, 2006 edition, including Appendix Chapters B (Fire-Flow Requirements for Buildings), C (Fire Hydrant Locations and Distribution), D (Fire Apparatus Access Roads), E (Hazard Categories), F (Hazard Ranking) and G (Cryogenic Fluids—Weight and Volume Equivalents), as published by the International Code Council, is adopted as the fire code of the city for regulating and governing the safeguarding of life and property from fire and explosion hazards arising from the storage, handling and use of hazardous substances, materials and devices, and from conditions hazardous to life or property in the occupancy of buildings and premises in the city; providing for the issuance of permits and collection of fees therefor; and each and all of the regulations, provisions, penalties, conditions and terms of said fire code on file in the office of the city clerk are referred to, adopted, and made a part hereof, as if fully set out in this ordinance, with the additions, insertions, deletions and changes, if any, prescribed in Section 2 of this ordinance.


Section 2.  The following sections of the International Fire Code, 2006 edition, are hereby revised to read as follows:

Section 101.1.  Title.  These regulations shall be known as the fire code of the City of Gadsden, hereinafter referred to as “this code.”


Section 103.1.  General.  The office of fire prevention is established within the city under the direction of the fire chief.  The function of the office shall be the implementation, administration and enforcement of the provisions of this code.  Whenever in the fire code, reference is made to the department of fire prevention, it shall be deemed to refer to the office of fire prevention.  The fire chief shall be the fire code official.


Section 103.2.  Appointment.  The fire chief is appointed by the Gadsden Civil Service Board and is subject to the rules and regulations of the Board.


Section 103.3.  Deputies.  In accordance with the prescribed procedures of the city and with the concurrence of the Gadsden Civil Service Board as may be necessary, the fire chief may appoint a deputy fire code official, other related technical officers, inspectors and other employees.

Section 108.  Board of Appeals.  Sections 108.1 through 108.3 are not adopted.  All appeals shall be to the building code board of appeals established by Section 18-34(a) of the City Code.


Section 109.3.  Violation penalties.  Persons who shall violate a provision of this code or shall fail to comply with any of the requirements thereof or who shall erect, install, alter, repair or do work in violation of the approved construction documents or directive of the fire code official, or of a permit or certificate used under provisions of this code, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of not more than $500 or by imprisonment not exceeding six months, or both such fine and imprisonment.  Each day that a violation continues after due notice has been served shall be deemed a separate offense.

Section 111.4.  Failure to comply.  Any person who shall continue any work after having been served with a stop work order, except such work as that person is directed to perform to remove a violation or unsafe condition, shall be liable to a fine of not less than $100 or more than $500.


Section 503.6.  Security gates.

503.6.1. The installation of security gates across a fire apparatus access road shall be approved by the fire chief.  All gates limiting access must provide emergency access controls for fire department entry. The security gates and the emergency operation shall be maintained operational at all times. Information and scale plans must first be submitted to the Fire Department for approval and a permit.  
503.6.2. The gates shall be designed so that the access roadway or turning radius shall not be obstructed by the operation of the gate.  Minimum setback from the public streets shall be at a distance determined by the city engineer and allow the emergency vehicle the ability to safely operate the lock box or panel.  
503.6.3. Clear width of the roadway shall be a minimum of 20 feet (6 meters) clear width on all entrances.  Exit roadways shall be a minimum of 16 feet (5 meters) clear width or larger on all exits.  
503.6.4. Access controls shall be exterior to the gate and located for activation by the vehicle operator without dismounting the vehicle.  
503.6.5. The lock box, padlock or key switch must be a model approved by and utilized by the fire department.  
503.6.6. Traffic preemption opening device shall be on all motorized gates. 
503.6.7. Gates must fully open within 15 seconds of activation and remain in the open position until closed by operation of the electrical control device.

503.6.8. The control pedestal must be identified with a minimum six inch by ten inch sign with red letters on a white background:  EMERGENCY FIRE DEPARTMENT ACCESS.  This sign must be securely fastened to the pedestal and legible from the approaching vehicle.

503.6.9. Battery back-up for all motorized gates is required, unless the gate fail-safe is open in the event of a power failure.


Section 506.  Key boxes.

506.1. Where required. An approved key box, sometimes referred to as a Knox box, shall be installed in all commercial buildings utilizing an early warning fire detection or automatic fire suppression system, those with controlled access (such as a security gate), where immediate access is necessary for life-saving or fire-fighting purposes, and where access to the building is unduly difficult because of secured openings.  The key box shall contain keys to gain necessary access as required by the fire code official.  The key box shall contain a card showing the names and phones numbers of emergency contacts for that structure.

506.1.1. Locks. An approved lock shall be installed on gates or similar barriers when required by the fire code official.  An electronic override switch shall be installed on all electronically operated security gates.  Access to the key switch will be limited to the Gadsden Fire Department, Gadsden Police Department and to State of Alabama fire suppression and law enforcement agencies.  

506.1.2. Locations. Key boxes shall be installed on all sides of a structure where there are access doors.  A full set of keys to open all areas inside and outside the structure, including the fire alarm panel, shall be placed inside the key box.  Key boxes are to be located no higher than 60 inches above finished grade.

506.2. Key box maintenance.  The operator of the building shall immediately notify the fire code official and provide the new lock when a lock is changed or rekeyed or a new tenant occupies the building.  The key to such lock shall be secured in the key box.

Section 3.  The geographic limits referred to in certain sections of the 2006 International Fire Code are hereby established as follows:


Section 3204.3.1.1.  Location.  Stationary containers shall be located in accordance with Section 3203.6.  Containers of cryogenic fluids shall not be located within diked areas containing other hazardous materials.


Storage of flammable cryogenic fluids in stationary containers outside of buildings is prohibited within the fire district.


Section 3404.2.9.5.1.  Locations where above-ground tanks are prohibited.  Storage of Class I and II liquids in above-ground tanks outside of buildings is prohibited within the fire district.


Section 3406.2.4.4.  Locations where above-ground tanks are prohibited.  The storage of Class I and II liquids in above-ground tanks is prohibited within the fire district.


Section 3804.2.  Maximum capacity within established limits.  Within the limits of the fire district restricting the storage of liquefied petroleum gas for the protection of heavily populated or congested areas, the aggregate capacity of any one installation shall not exceed a water capacity of 2,000 gallons (7,570 liters).

Section 4.  Sections 50-61 through 50-63 of the City Code and all other ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed.  Section 18-35(a) of the City Code is repealed.  Section 18-35(b) designating the fire district shall be redesignated as Section 50-64.

Section 5.  If any section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase of this ordinance is, for any reason, held to be unconstitutional or invalid, such decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this ordinance.  The City Council hereby declares that it would have passed this ordinance, and each section, subsection, clause or phrase thereof, regardless of the fact that any one or more sections, subsections, sentences, clauses and phrases were declared unconstitutional or invalid.


Section 6.  Nothing in this ordinance or in the fire code hereby adopted shall be construed to affect any suit or proceeding pending in any court, or any rights acquired, or liability incurred, or any cause or causes of action acquired or existing, under any act or ordinance hereby repealed as cited in Section 3 of this ordinance; nor shall any just or legal right or remedy of any character be lost, impaired or affected by this ordinance.


Section 7.  The City Clerk is hereby ordered and directed to cause this ordinance to be published.  


Section 8.  This ordinance and the rules, regulations, provisions, requirements, orders and matters established and adopted hereby shall take effect and be in full force and effect from and after April 1, 2007.

 
I hereby certify that this ordinance was duly adopted by the City Council of Gadsden, Alabama, at a meeting held on February 6, 2007.

___________________________

Iva Nelson, City Clerk

APPROVED on February ______, 2007

___________________________

Sherman Guyton, Mayor

