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COUNCIL CHAMBER - CITY HALL - GADSDEN, ALABAMA


MAY 4, 2010 - 11:00 A.M.

The City Council met on May 4, 2010, 2010, in regular session.

	
	The meeting was called to order at 11:00 a.m. by Council President Reed.  On roll call by the City Clerk, Iva Nelson, the following council members answered present:  Higgins, Countryman, Avery, Echols, Stewart, Cannon and Reed.  The clerk stated a quorum was present and the meeting was open for business.  Chad Hare and Roger Kirby were also present.  Mayor Guyton and Chief Crouch were absent. 

	
	The invocation was given by Councilman Higgins.

	
	The minutes of the last meeting held on April 27, 2010, were approved by unanimous vote.

	
	Payment of the HTE System accounts for the week of April 23-29 were ratified by unanimous vote.



#111451-111647
General

$1,107,255.32

	
	On behalf of Mayor Guyton, Jerry Mabrey read a proclamation declaring May 6, 2010, as the “National Day of Prayer” in Gadsden.

	
	President Reed welcomed Glencoe High School junior job shadow students Zoe Probus, Taylor Garrin, and Clair Lutes.

	
	PUBLIC HEARINGS
President Reed stated this was the time and place as advertised to conduct the following public hearings:

	
	(1) The floor was opened to allow anyone to speak for or in opposition to a resolution assessing a nuisance abatement lien on property at 821 Avenue F, the State of Alabama Property Tax Division, Thomas L. McCurdy and Mt. Sinai Spiritual Church being the last known owners.  No one spoke.  The following resolution was introduced in writing for consideration:

	
	RESOLUTION NO. R-108-10
ASSESSING NUISANCE ABATEMENT LIEN AGAINST PROPERTY

	
	(Assessing Nuisance Abatement Lien for Grass Cutting - $731.00 - 821 Avenue F - District 3 - State of Alabama Property Tax Division; Thomas L. McCurdy; Mt. Sinai Spiritual Church)

	
	Councilman Avery reiterated encouragement to adjoining property owners to negotiate with the city for settlement of nuisance abatement liens.

	
	Councilman Echols moved to adopt the resolution as introduced, which motion was seconded by Councilman Avery and unanimously adopted. 

	
	(2) The floor was opened to allow anyone to speak for or in opposition to a resolution assessing a nuisance abatement lien on property at 1102 Glen Iris Drive, Gloria G. Taylor and Rickey C. Clay being the last known owners.  No one spoke.  The following resolution was introduced in writing for consideration:

	
	RESOLUTION NO. R-109-10
ASSESSING NUISANCE ABATEMENT LIEN AGAINST PROPERTY

	
	(Assessing Nuisance Abatement Lien for Grass Cutting - $1,076.00 - 1102 Glen Iris Drive - District 3 - Gloria G. Taylor; Rickey C. Clay)

	
	Councilman Echols moved to adopt the resolution as introduced, which motion was seconded by Councilman Avery and unanimously adopted.

	
	(3) The floor was opened to allow anyone to speak for or in opposition to a resolution assessing a nuisance abatement lien on property at 535 Hillyer Street, Marlene R. Jenkins  being the last known owner.  No one spoke.  The following resolution was introduced in writing for consideration:

	
	RESOLUTION NO. R-110-10
ASSESSING NUISANCE ABATEMENT LIEN AGAINST PROPERTY

	
	(Assessing Nuisance Abatement Lien for Grass Cutting - $276.00 - 535 Hillyer Street - District 3 - Marlene R. Jenkins

	
	Councilman Echols moved to adopt the resolution as introduced, which motion was seconded by Councilman Avery and unanimously adopted.

	
	(4) The floor was opened to allow anyone to speak for or in opposition to a resolution approving the issuance of an alcoholic beverage license at Jet Pep 93.  No one spoke.  The following resolution was presented for consideration:

	
	RESOLUTION NO. R-111-10
APPROVING THE ISSUANCE OF

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE LICENSE

	
	(Swaminarayan, LLC - Jet Pep 93 - 1325 Noccalula Road - Off-premises only, Retail Beer and Table Wine License)

	
	Councilman Avery moved to adopt the resolution as introduced, which motion was seconded by Councilman Stewart and adopted by the following vote:

AYES:  Higgins, Avery, Echols, Stewart, Cannon, Reed

NAYS:  Countryman

	
	RESOLUTIONS PRESENTED FOR CONSIDERATION:
(1) The following resolution was introduced in writing for consideration:

	
	RESOLUTION NO. R-112-10
AMENDING AGREEMENT WITH

GADSDEN STATE COMMUNITY COLLEGE

	
	(Amending Agreement - Gadsden State Community College - For use of certain campus property, including Dub Parker Park area - City agrees to make improvements including restrooms, boat launch, pavilion, fencing, etc., and to provide staff and security on-site)

	
	Councilman Countryman moved to adopt the resolution as introduced, which motion was seconded by Councilman Avery and unanimously adopted.

	
	(2) The following resolution was introduced in writing for consideration:

	
	RESOLUTION NO. R-113-10
AUTHORIZING ACQUISITION OF PROPERTY

FOR RECREATIONAL USE

	
	(Approving Acquisition of Real Property - Located north and south of Brooke Avenue, including Big Wills Creek pump station - Five parcels totaling approximately 53 acres - Authorizing purchase at tax sale for $2,619.06 - For future recreational use)

	
	Councilman Avery moved to adopt the resolution as introduced, which motion was seconded by Councilman Higgins and unanimously adopted.

	
	(3) The following resolution was presented for consideration:

	
	RESOLUTION NO. R-114-10
APPROVING THE ISSUANCE OF

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE LICENSE

	
	(The Fish Market in Gadsden, Inc. - 344 Albert Rains Boulevard - Special Event Retail License - From 2:00 p.m. until midnight, June 5, 2010 - For the 3rd Annual Crawfish Boil)

	
	It was noted this event will benefit the Boys and Girls Club.

	
	Councilman Avery moved to adopt the resolution as introduced, which motion was seconded by Councilman Stewart and adopted by the following vote:

AYES:  Higgins, Avery, Echols, Stewart, Cannon, Reed

NAYS:  Countryman

	
	NEW BUSINESS
(1)  Councilman Stewart introduced the following resolution in writing for consideration:

	
	RESOLUTION NO. R-115-10
AUTHORIZING APPLICATION

FOR FIREFIGHTER EQUIPMENT GRANT

	
	(Approving Application for Assistance to Firefighters Grant - Through the Department of Homeland Security and the Federal Emergency Management Agency - $50,000.00 with 10% match - For integrated communications devices for use with self-contained breathing apparatus)

	
	President Reed received unanimous consent to immediately consider the resolution as an item of new business.  Councilman Stewart moved to adopt the resolution, which motion was seconded by Councilman Avery and unanimously adopted.

	
	(2) Councilman Higgins introduced the following resolution in writing for consideration:

	
	RESOLUTION NO. R-116-10
AUTHORIZING APPLICATION FOR FUNDING FROM

ETOWAH COUNTY COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

	
	(Approving Grant Application - From Etowah County Community Development Committee - $50,000.00 - For Green Pastures baseball field lighting)

	
	President Reed received unanimous consent to immediately consider the resolution as an item of new business.  Councilman Higgins moved to adopt the resolution, which motion was seconded by Councilman Countryman and unanimously adopted.

	
	(3) Councilman Higgins introduced the following resolution in writing for consideration:

	
	RESOLUTION NO. R-117-10
AUTHORIZING ENGINEERING AGREEMENT WITH

SUPERIOR PRODUCTS INTERNATIONAL DOT GROUP

	
	(Approving Agreement - Superior Products International DOT Group - Engineering services for CSX Railroad Bridge Painting Project - $100,000.00 - Note: This will be paid from the Federal Railroad Administration Grant)

	
	President Reed received unanimous consent to immediately consider the resolution as an item of new business.  Councilman Higgins moved to adopt the resolution, which motion was seconded by Councilman Countryman and unanimously adopted.

	
	COUNCIL REMARKS
Councilman Countryman noted the first phase of Highway 411 work is 95% complete and expressed hope that funding will be allocated for paving work.

	
	Councilman Avery noted that Chief Crouch began his 30-day period of working a night shift and noted his empty chair, although he normally sends a representative when he is absent.

	
	Councilman Cannon referred to previous consideration of equipment that detects the location of gunshots and questioned the status.  A discussion followed the need for this and other surveillance cameras, and Councilman Cannon requested a response next week.  Councilman Avery noted Homeland Security funds are available and suggested getting an update from the Mayor.

	
	President Reed announced the First Friday event on May 7.

	
	There being no further business to come before the Council, the meeting was duly adjourned.

___________________________

Iva Nelson, City Clerk (5-4-10)


* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

	
	COUNCIL CHAMBER - BID OPENING

MAY 4, 2010 - 2:00 P.M.

The City Clerk received bid proposals as advertised for the following bid:

	
	Bid No. 3133 - Heavy Duty Evidence Collection Vehicle


Sirchie Acquisition Company, LLC



  $99,906.00


Farber Specialty Vehicles




$113,735.00

	
	Copies of the bids will be forwarded to the Purchasing Agent and the Fleet Maintenance Director, and a recommendation will be made to the Council.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *


