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COUNCIL CHAMBER - CITY HALL - GADSDEN, ALABAMA

MAY 11, 2010 - 11:00 A.M.

The City Council met on May 11, 2010, in regular session.

	
	The meeting was called to order at 11:00 a.m. by Council President Reed.  On roll call by the City Clerk, Iva Nelson, the following council members answered present:  Higgins, Countryman, Avery, Echols, Stewart, Cannon and Reed.  The clerk stated a quorum was present and the meeting was open for business.  Mayor Guyton, Chad Hare, Roger Kirby and Captain Jeff Wright were also present. 

	
	The invocation was given by Brian Harbison.

	
	The minutes of the last meeting held on May 4, 2010, were approved by unanimous vote.

	
	Payment of the HTE System accounts for the week of April 30 - May 6 were ratified by unanimous vote.


#111648-112031
General
$607,717.57

	
	UNFINISHED BUSINESS
(1) A resolution ordering the abatement of nuisances on property at 12 Lakefront Avenue in District 6, which was tabled for 30 days on April 6, was presented for consideration.  As recommended by the Building Official, Councilman Cannon moved to table the resolution an additional 30 days.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Avery and unanimously carried.

	
	PUBLIC HEARINGS
President Reed stated this was the time and place as advertised to conduct the following public hearings:

	
	(1) The floor was opened to allow anyone to speak for or in opposition to a resolution ordering the abatement of nuisances on property at 2327 Chestnut Street, Alvin Dewayne Autwell and Community Credit Union (as successor to Gadsden Federal Credit Union) being the last known owners.  Brian Harbison, Building Inspector, stated no improvements have been made since procedures began in March 2008, and recommended abatement.  The following resolution was introduced in writing for consideration:

	
	RESOLUTION NO. R-118-10
ORDERING ABATEMENT OF NUISANCE

	
	(Ordering Abatement of Nuisance - 2327 Chestnut Street - District 6 - Alvin Dewayne Autwell; Community Credit Union, as successor to Gadsden Federal Credit Union)

	
	Councilman Cannon moved to adopt the resolution as introduced, which motion was seconded by Councilman Avery and unanimously adopted.

	
	(2) The floor was opened to allow anyone to speak for or in opposition to a resolution assessing a nuisance abatement lien on property at 418 Bryan Street, Catherine D. Pilgrim and the State of Alabama being the last known owners.  No one spoke.  The following resolution was introduced in writing for consideration:

	
	RESOLUTION NO. R-119-10
ASSESSING NUISANCE ABATEMENT LIEN AGAINST PROPERTY

	
	(Assessing Nuisance Abatement Lien for Grass Cutting - $681.00 - 418 Bryan Street - District 6 - Catherine D. Pilgrim; State of Alabama Property Tax Division)

	
	Councilman Cannon moved to adopt the resolution as introduced, which motion was seconded by Councilman Avery and unanimously adopted.

	
	In response to Councilman Avery’s inquiry, Brian Harbison (Building Official) explained that interested persons can contact him to purchase the city’s lien on houses that have undergone rehabilitation through nuisance abatement proceedings.  Mayor Guyton noted the point of contact for vacant lots is the City Clerk’s office.

	
	NEW BUSINESS
(1)  Councilman Stewart introduced the following resolution in writing for consideration:

	
	RESOLUTION NO. R-120-10
AUTHORIZING APPLICATION AND ACCEPTANCE

OF BYRNE MEMORIAL JAG GRANT

	
	(Authorizing Grant Application - Through U.S. Department of Justice - Byrne Memorial JAG - $37,034 with no local match - To purchase equipment for joint operations between the City of Gadsden and Etowah County Sheriff’s Office)

	
	President Reed received unanimous consent to immediately consider the resolution as an item of new business.  Councilman Stewart moved to adopt the resolution, which motion was seconded by Councilman Avery and unanimously adopted.

	
	(2) Councilman Stewart introduced the following resolution in writing for consideration:

	
	RESOLUTION NO. R-121-10
AUTHORIZING EXECUTION AND DELIVERY OF MASTER LEASE AGREEMENT,

EQUIPMENT SCHEDULE NO. 09, ESCROW AGREEMENT, AND

RELATED INSTRUMENTS, AND DETERMINING

OTHER MATTERS IN CONNECTION THEREWITH

	
	(Authorizing Master Lease Agreement - SunTrust Equipment Finance & Leasing Corporation - For purchase of fire truck:  2010 E-One Custom Pumper on Typhoon Chassis - $427,887.00 - Financing shall be for period of 3 years at 2.90% annual interest rate - Note: SunTrust provided financing for prior equipment purchases pursuant to a bid and Master Lease authorized by Ordinance No. O-07-06)

	
	President Reed received unanimous consent to immediately consider the resolution as an item of new business.  Councilman Stewart moved to adopt the resolution, which motion was seconded by Councilman Higgins and unanimously adopted.

	
	(3) Councilman Cannon introduced the following resolution in writing for consideration:

	
	RESOLUTION NO. R-122-10
AUTHORIZING AGREEMENT WITH

ALABAMA POWER COMPANY

	
	(Authorizing Agreement - Alabama Power Company - Easement to extend service to Banks Park Community Center - Estimated cost is $1,165.47)

	
	Councilmen Cannon and Stewart described park and community center improvements, which will include a “safe room” and a generator for emergency power.

	
	President Reed received unanimous consent to immediately consider the resolution as an item of new business.  Councilman Cannon moved to adopt the resolution, which motion was seconded by Councilman Stewart and unanimously adopted.

	
	(4) Councilman Cannon introduced the following resolution in writing for consideration:

	
	RESOLUTION NO. R-123-10
AWARDING BID NO. 3134

	
	(Awarding Bid No. 3134 - Plastic Roadway Pipe - Rainbow Pipe & Metal - Unit prices totaling $258.30)

	
	President Reed received unanimous consent to immediately consider the resolution as an item of new business.  Councilman Cannon moved to adopt the resolution, which motion was seconded by Councilman Stewart and unanimously adopted.

	
	(5) Councilman Avery introduced the following resolution in writing for consideration:

	
	RESOLUTION NO. R-124-10
AUTHORIZING AGREEMENT WITH ARCHITECTS

FOR PROPOSED IMPROVEMENTS TO

BUILDING AT 603 EAST BROAD STREET

FOR ETOWAH COUNTY COMMUNITY SERVICES PROGRAM

	
	(Authorizing Agreement - McElrath & Oliver - $29,250.00 - To provide architectural services for former Taylor Drug building at 603 E. Broad Street, through bid phase - Additional services will apply if decision is made to continue to construction phase - Note: City proposes to purchase building and Etowah County Community Services Program, Inc. proposes to provide renovations up to $500,000)

	
	President Reed received unanimous consent to immediately consider the resolution as an item of new business.  Councilman Avery moved to adopt the resolution, which motion was seconded by Councilman Stewart and unanimously adopted.

	
	DEPARTMENT REPORTS
Kerry Payne, Parks and Recreation Director, announced the 3rd Annual Coosa Landing Super Invitational fishing tournament to be held this weekend.  Councilman Countryman inquired about the possibility of having bathrooms at the North Gadsden park open during the weekend.  Mr. Payne advised the department would have to rely on assistance from the community to help prevent vandalism.

	
	John Ashley, Community Development Department, noted the grass cutting crew is beginning work in the Tuscaloosa Avenue area today.  He added the paperwork for this season is approximately 75% complete.

	
	MAYOR AND COUNCIL REMARKS
Mayor Guyton read excerpts from Food Engineering magazine, which selected the Keystone Foods plant on Steele Station Road as “Plant of the Year.”  President Reed and Councilman Higgins joined the Mayor in commending this state-of-the-art and environmentally friendly facility.

	
	Councilman Cannon encouraged the public to contact the Parks and Recreation Department to schedule events at the gazebo on Wall Street.

	
	President Reed announced tomorrow’s Patriot Honor Flight, expressed appreciation to the veterans who served our country, and thanked everyone who worked to make the flight a reality.  He also announced that Airport Road will be closed to through traffic for approximately 250 days due to construction of the four-laning project.  President Reed stated there will be no council meeting on May 18 due to the Alabama League of Municipalities conference.

	
	There being no further business to come before the Council, the meeting was duly adjourned.

___________________________

Iva Nelson, City Clerk (5-11-10)

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

	
	COUNCIL CHAMBER - BID OPENING

MAY 18, 2010 - 2:00 P.M.

The City Clerk received bid proposals as advertised for the following bids:

	
	Bid No. 3136 - Convention Hall re-roof and gutter replacement


Clark Custom Roofing
$105,761.00


Alabama Roofing & Sheet Metal
$120,410.00


Mid-Western Commercial Roofers
$94,857.50


Johns & Kirksey, Inc.
$158,934.00


Construction Services
$164,700.00

	
	Bid No. 3137 - 2010 “JG” Treatment Project


Charles E. Watts, Inc.
$94,067.60


(Reduction of $3,200.00 if city performs edge clipping and clean-up)

	
	Copies of the bids will be forwarded to the Assistant Purchasing Agent and the City Engineer, and a recommendation will be made to the Council.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *


