	
	 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1COUNCIL CHAMBER - CITY HALL - GADSDEN, ALABAMA

APRIL 27, 2010 - 11:00 A.M.

The City Council met on April 27, 2010, in regular session.

	
	The meeting was called to order at 11:00 a.m. by Council President Reed.  On roll call by the City Clerk, Iva Nelson, the following council members answered present: Higgins, Countryman, Avery, Echols, Stewart, Cannon and Reed.  The clerk stated a quorum was present and the meeting was open for business.  Mayor Guyton, Chad Hare, Roger Kirby and Chief Crouch were also present.

	
	The invocation was given by David Lawson.

	
	The minutes of the last meeting held on April 20, 2010, were approved by unanimous vote.

	
	Payment of the HTE System accounts for the week of April 16 - 22 were ratified by unanimous vote.


#111306-111450
General
$1,256,464.56

	
	Mayor Guyton read proclamations proclaiming:

(1) May 2010 as “Foster Care Month: - Presented to Rebecca Webber and April Nelson

(2) May 2-9, 2010, as “National Music Week” - Presented to Stacy Garmon and Judy Hicks

Ms. Garmon expressed appreciation to the city for its financial support of the music programs in the school system.

	
	UNFINISHED BUSINESS
(1)  The following ordinance, which was introduced for first reading at last week's meeting, was presented for consideration:

	
	ORDINANCE NO. O-18-10
AMENDING CITY CODE SECTIONS 74-233 AND 74-263

REGARDING A MUNICIPAL SALES AND USE TAX HOLIDAY

	
	(Amending City Code - Providing for Gadsden to participate in the Sales Tax Holiday authorized by State Act 2006-574 - Exempting certain “covered items” from municipal sales and use tax during the first full weekend of August 2010)

	
	Councilman Avery moved to adopt the ordinance, which motion was seconded by Councilman Higgins and unanimously adopted.

	
	(2) The following resolution, which was tabled for 30 days on March 23, was presented for consideration:

	
	RESOLUTION NO. R-101-10
ORDERING ABATEMENT OF NUISANCE

	
	(Ordering Abatement of Nuisance - 1019 3rd Avenue - District 5 - Vivian Goodwin Relford; Nancy Lynn Devers; Ralph Franklin Goodwin; Regions Bank)

	
	Upon recommendation of the Building Official, Councilman Stewart moved to adopt the resolution.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Echols and unanimously adopted.

	
	(3) The following resolution, which was tabled for 30 days on March 23, was presented for consideration:

	
	RESOLUTION NO. R-102-10
ORDERING ABATEMENT OF NUISANCE

	
	(Ordering Abatement of Nuisance - 5 Cabot Avenue - District 6 - Plimpton Construction and Development, Inc.; Metro Bank)

	
	Upon recommendation of the Building Official, Councilman Cannon moved to adopt the resolution.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Echols and unanimously adopted.

	
	PUBLIC HEARINGS
President Reed stated this was the time and place as advertised to conduct the following public hearings:

	
	(1) The floor was opened to allow anyone to speak for or in opposition to a resolution assessing a lien on property at 818 Avenue F, the State of Alabama Property Tax Division and J.T. Williams, et al, c/o Mrs. Jay Williams being the last known owners.  No one spoke.  The following resolution was introduced in writing for consideration:

	
	RESOLUTION NO. R-103-10
ASSESSING NUISANCE ABATEMENT LIEN AGAINST PROPERTY

	
	(Assessing Nuisance Abatement Lien for Grass Cutting - $731.00 - 818 Avenue F - District 3 - State of Alabama, Property Tax Division; J.T. Williams, et al, c/o Mrs. Jay Williams)

	
	Councilman Avery moved to adopt the resolution as introduced, which motion was seconded by Councilman Stewart and unanimously adopted.

	
	(2) The floor was opened to allow anyone to speak for or in opposition to a resolution assessing a lien on property at 104 Nan Street, Margaret Denise Parker being the last known owner.  No one spoke.  The following resolution was introduced in writing for consideration:

	
	RESOLUTION NO. R-104-10
ASSESSING NUISANCE ABATEMENT LIEN AGAINST PROPERTY

	
	(Assessing Nuisance Abatement Lien for Grass Cutting - $170.00 - 104 Nan Street - District 7 - Margaret Denise Parker)

	
	Councilman Avery moved to adopt the resolution as introduced, which motion was seconded by Councilman Stewart and unanimously adopted.

	
	(3) The floor was opened to allow anyone to speak for or in opposition to an ordinance rezoning property located at 419-431 South 5th Street, 500 South 5th Street and 410-412 Cherry Street from R-2, Multi-Family Residential District, and O-1, Office District, to B-1, Neighborhood Business District.  Steve Smith, one of the applicants, stated a broader zoning is being requested in order to keep the properties occupied.  Councilman Echols said he feels this would be a positive change at this location and would not be detrimental to the Edenwood residential area.  Mayor Guyton complimented the rehabilitation work Mr. Smith has performed.  The following ordinance was introduced in writing for consideration:

	
	ORDINANCE NO. O-19-10
REZONING PROPERTY LOCATED AT

419-431 SOUTH 5th STREET, 500 SOUTH 5th STREET,

AND 410-412 CHERRY STREET

	
	(Authorizing Rezoning - 419-431 South 5th Street, 500 South 5th Street and 410-412 Cherry Street - From R-2, Multi-Family Residential District, and O-1, Office District, to B-1, Neighborhood Business District - Requested by Dr. & Mrs. Luis Urbina, JLMJ, LLC and Steven E. Smith, for the purpose of operating a gift shop and other small retail businesses.)

	
	Councilman Echols moved to suspend the rules to immediately consider the ordinance at its first reading.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Avery and approved by the following vote:

AYES:  Higgins, Countryman, Avery, Echols, Stewart, Cannon, Reed

NAYS:  None

	
	Councilman Echols moved to adopt the ordinance, which motion was seconded by Councilman Stewart and unanimously adopted.

	
	RESOLUTIONS PRESENTED FOR CONSIDERATION:
(1) The following resolution was introduced in writing for consideration:

	
	RESOLUTION NO. R-105-10
AWARDING BID NO. 3131

	
	(Awarding Bid No. 3131 - Turnout gear for the Fire Department - Sunbelt Fire - $1,119.00 per set)

	
	Councilman Stewart moved to adopt the resolution as introduced, which motion was seconded by Councilman Higgins and unanimously adopted.

	
	(2) The following resolution was introduced in writing for consideration:

	
	RESOLUTION NO. R-106-10
AUTHORIZING MAINTENANCE AGREEMENT

	
	(Authorizing Agreement - Xerox Corporation - For W5638P Xerox printer for Transportation Office, Planning Department - Purchase price of $6,772.00 and 36-month maintenance plan at $0.0057 per print)

	
	Councilman Stewart moved to adopt the resolution as introduced, which motion was seconded by Councilman Higgins and unanimously adopted.

	
	NEW BUSINESS
(1)  Councilman Echols introduced the following resolution in writing for consideration:

	
	RESOLUTION NO. R-107-10
AUTHORIZING GRANT FOR HELPING

FAMILIES PROGRAM THROUGH FAMILY SUCCESS CENTER

	
	(Authorizing application, execution and administration of grant - $250,000.00 - From Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention of the U.S. Department of Justice - For Helping Families Program through Family Success Center)

	
	President Reed received unanimous consent to immediately consider the resolution as an item of new business.  Councilman Echols noted this grant, which was received once before, will be used for after-school programs.  He moved to adopt the resolution, which motion was seconded by Councilman Countryman and unanimously adopted.

	
	DEPARTMENT REPORT
John Ashley, Community Development Department, explained nuisance procedures regarding overgrown grass and weeds, and reported on last year’s activity.  It was noted the city does not recoup money spent on cutting lots owned by the State of Alabama.  Several council members commented, inviting adjoining property owners to make an offer to satisfy the city’s liens and receive instructions on acquiring tax deeds from the state.

Steve Temple (Gadsden Museum of Art Director) announced the upcoming 2010 Southeastern Plein Air Festival on May 3-7.  He noted nationally known artists will be painting in various local sites and the paintings will be sold at auction.

	
	MAYOR AND COUNCIL REMARKS
Councilman Higgins thanked everyone who participated in the Lincoln and Miller Heights clean-up day last Saturday.

	
	Councilman Echols commented on the wonderful impact the fine arts program makes in our city schools and thanked the council for increasing the appropriation by $100,000.

	
	Councilman Stewart encouraged everyone to participate in the Master Gardeners plant sale tomorrow.

	
	President Reed thanked the Mayor and Council for supporting the recent Patriots Golf Tournament, noting the proceeds assist with purchasing flags and grave markers, the war memorial and the patriot flights to Washington, D.C.

	
	Mayor Guyton announced the “paint blitz” scheduled for April 30-May 1, noting eleven houses throughout the city are scheduled to be painted at no cost.

	
	There being no further business to come before the Council, the meeting was duly adjourned.

_________________________________________

Iva Nelson, City Clerk (4-27-10)

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

	
	COUNCIL CONFERENCE ROOM - BID OPENING

APRIL 27, 2010 - 2:00 P.M.

The Assistant City Clerk received bid proposals as advertised for the following bid:

	
	Bid No. 3134 - Plastic Roadway Pipe

                                                                            Single Wall                    Double Wall

Rainbow Pipe & Metal                No bid
$258.30


Harvey Culvert Co., Inc.             $39.31 (partial)
$268.70

	
	Copies of the bids will be forwarded to the Department and the Assistant Purchasing Agent, and a recommendation will be made to the Council.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *


