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MARCH 23, 2010 - 11:00 A.M.

The City Council met on March 23, 2010, in regular session.

	
	The meeting was called to order at 11:00 a.m. by Council President Reed.  On roll call by the City Clerk, Iva Nelson, the following council members answered present: Countryman, Echols, Stewart, Cannon and Reed.  Councilmen Higgins and Avery were absent.  The clerk stated a quorum was present and the meeting was open for business.  Mayor Guyton, Chad Hare, Roger Kirby and Chief Crouch were also present.

	
	The invocation was given by Phil Swindall.

	
	The minutes of the last meeting held on March 9, 2010, were approved by unanimous vote.

	
	Payment of the HTE System accounts for the weeks of March 5 - 11 and 12 - 18 were ratified by unanimous vote.


#110236-110579
General
$1,995,777.72

	
	UNFINISHED BUSINESS
(1) A resolution ordering the abatement of nuisances on property at 1019 3rd Avenue in District 5, which was tabled for 30 days on February 16, was presented for consideration.  Upon recommendation of the Building Inspector, Councilman Stewart moved to table the resolution an additional 30 days.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Countryman and unanimously carried.

	
	(2) A resolution ordering the abatement of nuisances on property at 5 Cabot Avenue in District 6, which was tabled for 30 days on February 16, was presented for consideration.  Councilman Cannon moved to table the resolution an additional 30 days, which motion was seconded by Councilman Stewart and unanimously carried.

	
	RESOLUTIONS PRESENTED FOR CONSIDERATION:
(1) The following resolution was introduced in writing for consideration:

	
	RESOLUTION NO. R-57-10
AMENDING SUBSTANCE ABUSE POLICY

	
	(Amending Substance Abuse Policy - Increasing the period that an employee must be re-tested after a gap in active employment from 30 days to 60 days - Note: The last amendment by Resolution No. R-152-09 inadvertently decreased the period from 60 days to 30 days)

	
	Councilman Stewart moved to adopt the resolution as introduced, which motion was seconded by Councilman Cannon and unanimously adopted.

	
	NEW BUSINESS
(1)  Councilman Echols introduced the following resolution in writing for consideration:

	
	RESOLUTION NO. R-58-10
AUTHORIZING AGREEMENT WITH

JONES, BLAIR, WALDRUP & TUCKER

	
	(Authorizing Agreement - Jones, Blair, Waldrup & Tucker, Inc. - For engineering design services associated with the bridge replacement on South 11th Street at Black Creek - Note: Metropolitan Planning Organization will cover 80% of the costs, with city’s share being $29,538.80)

	
	President Reed received unanimous consent to immediately consider the resolution as an item of new business.  Councilman Echols moved to adopt the resolution, which motion was seconded by Councilman Countryman and unanimously adopted.

	
	(2) Councilman Echols introduced the following resolution in writing for consideration:

	
	RESOLUTION NO. R-59-10
AUTHORIZING AGREEMENT WITH

CDG ENGINEERS & ASSOCIATES, INC.

	
	(Authorizing Agreement - CDG Engineers & Associates, Inc. - $5,500.00 - For engineering services regarding the Black Creek Trail System Improvements Project)

	
	President Reed received unanimous consent to immediately consider the resolution as an item of new business.  Councilman Echols moved to adopt the resolution, which motion was seconded by Councilman Countryman and unanimously adopted.

	
	(3) Councilman Cannon introduced the following ordinance in writing for consideration:

	
	ORDINANCE NO. O-15-10
AMENDING CITY CODE SECTION 118-92

TO MAKE MORAGNE AVENUE A ONE-WAY STREET

	
	(Amending City Code Section 118-92 - To make Moragne Avenue a one-way street - Traffic will flow west from Albert Rains Boulevard/Highway 411 to Third Street)

	
	Councilman Cannon moved to suspend the rules to immediately consider the ordinance as an item of new business.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Stewart and approved by the following vote:

AYES:  Countryman, Echols, Stewart, Cannon, Reed

NAYS:  None

	
	Councilman Cannon moved to adopt the ordinance, which motion was seconded by Councilman Stewart and unanimously adopted.

	
	(4) Councilman Stewart introduced the following resolution in writing for consideration:

	
	RESOLUTION NO. R-60-10
AWARDING BID NO. 3127

	
	(Awarding Bid No. 3127 - Class A Custom Rescue Pumper Fire Truck - Sunbelt Fire, Inc. - $427,887.00 - Note: Two lowest bids failed to meet bid specifications)

	
	President Reed received unanimous consent to immediately consider the resolution as an item of new business.  Councilman Stewart moved to adopt the resolution, which motion was seconded by Councilman Echols and unanimously adopted.

	
	(5) Councilman Stewart introduced the following resolution in writing for consideration:

	
	RESOLUTION NO. R-61-10
APPOINTING MIKE BRYANT

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT DIRECTOR

	
	(Approving Mayor’s appointment of Mike Bryant as Emergency Management Director - Replacing Deborah L. Gaither, who resigned - Note: Gadsden-Etowah County Emergency Management Agency Executive Committee met, evaluated the 3 applicants and recommended Mike Bryant - Approval of Etowah County Commission is also required)

	
	President Reed received unanimous consent to immediately consider the resolution as an item of new business.  Councilman Stewart moved to adopt the resolution, which motion was seconded by Councilman Countryman and unanimously adopted.

	
	Councilman Stewart congratulated Mr. Bryant, who was present in the meeting.

	
	(6) Councilman Countryman introduced the following resolution in writing for consideration:

	
	RESOLUTION NO. R-62-10
AUTHORIZING PARTICIPATION IN

SUMMER FOOD SERVICE PROGRAM

	
	(Approving city’s sponsorship of Summer Food Service Program - Through the Alabama Department of Education - To provide meals to local children from June 1 to July 31, 2010)

	
	President Reed received unanimous consent to immediately consider the resolution as an item of new business.  Councilman Countryman moved to adopt the resolution, which motion was seconded by Councilman Echols and unanimously adopted.

	
	(7) Councilman Countryman introduced the following resolution in writing for consideration:

	
	RESOLUTION NO. R-63-10
AUTHORIZING ADVERTISING AGREEMENTS WITH

WOODALL’S 2011 CAMPGROUND DIRECTORY

	
	(Authorizing Advertising Agreements - Woodall’s 2011 Campground Directory - For advertisement of Noccalula Falls Park and Campground - $9,592.19)

	
	President Reed received unanimous consent to immediately consider the resolution as an item of new business.  Councilman Countryman moved to adopt the resolution, which motion was seconded by Councilman Echols and unanimously adopted.

	
	(8) Councilman Countryman introduced the following resolution in writing for consideration:

	
	RESOLUTION NO. R-64-10
AUTHORIZING AGREEMENT WITH

GADSDEN JUNIOR GOLF ASSOCIATION

	
	(Authorizing Agreement - Gadsden Junior Golf Association - $4,500.00 - To sponsor activities for junior golfers from April through August, 2010)

	
	Councilman Stewart complimented Larry Oliver and the program.

	
	President Reed received unanimous consent to immediately consider the resolution as an item of new business.  Councilman Countryman moved to adopt the resolution, which motion was seconded by Councilman Echols and unanimously adopted.

	
	(9) Councilman Countryman introduced the following resolution in writing for consideration:

	
	RESOLUTION NO. R-65-10
AUTHORIZING AGREEMENT WITH

DRAKE WHITE BAND

	
	(Authorizing Agreement - Drake White Band - $1,200.00 - For performance at Smoke on the Falls at Noccalula Falls Park on April 9, 2010)

	
	President Reed received unanimous consent to immediately consider the resolution as an item of new business.  Councilman Countryman moved to adopt the resolution, which motion was seconded by Councilman Stewart and unanimously adopted.

	
	(10) Councilman Countryman introduced the following resolution in writing for consideration:

	
	RESOLUTION NO. R-66-10
AUTHORIZING AGREEMENT WITH

LEFTY COLLINS BAND

	
	(Authorizing Agreement - Lefty Collins Band - $900.00 - For performance at Smoke on the Falls at Noccalula Falls Park on April 10, 2010)

	
	President Reed received unanimous consent to immediately consider the resolution as an item of new business.  Councilman Countryman moved to adopt the resolution, which motion was seconded by Councilman Stewart and unanimously adopted.

	
	(11) Councilman Countryman introduced the following resolution in writing for consideration:

	
	RESOLUTION NO. R-67-10
AUTHORIZING AGREEMENT WITH

KELLI JOHNSON & SWEETWATER ROAD

	
	(Authorizing Agreement - Kelli Johnson & Sweetwater Road - $700.00 - For performance at Smoke on the Falls at Noccalula Falls Park on April 10, 2010)

	
	President Reed received unanimous consent to immediately consider the resolution as an item of new business.  Councilman Countryman moved to adopt the resolution, which motion was seconded by Councilman Stewart and unanimously adopted.

	
	(12) Councilman Countryman introduced the following resolution in writing for consideration:

	
	RESOLUTION NO. R-68-10
AUTHORIZING APPLICATION AND APPROVING

BEER LICENSE FOR SMOKE ON THE FALLS EVENT

	
	(Authorizing Application for and Approval of Beer License - For “Smoke on the Falls” to be held April 9-10, 2010, at Noccalula Falls Park - Note: City of Gadsden has met all requirements for issuance by the Alabama Alcoholic Beverage Control Board of a special events retail license for this event)

	
	President Reed received unanimous consent to immediately consider the resolution as an item of new business.  Councilman Countryman moved to consider the resolution, which motion was seconded by Councilman Stewart.  The resolution was adopted by the following vote:

AYES: Echols, Stewart, Cannon, Reed

NAYS: Countryman

	
	PUBLIC
Al Ashley announced the Gadsden Beautification Board is accepting nominations for beautification awards until April 23.  He stated all finalists will be invited to attend the awards banquet on June 15.

	
	MAYOR AND COUNCIL REMARKS
Councilman Cannon noted the first wedding ceremony had been conducted at the Alabama City gazebo, which can be rented through the Parks and Recreation Department.

	
	Councilman Stewart noted the Commercial Development Authority and the Industrial Development Authority had reported good news concerning new business and industry prospects.

	
	President Reed complimented the Beautification Board’s work to beautify the “9/11 remembrance” park at 4th and Broad Streets.

	
	Mayor Guyton reported the current number of cooking teams is almost twice as many as last year’s Smoke on the Falls.  He explained the event, which is a sanctioned Kansas City Barbeque competition.  The Mayor commended Public Works employees for their excellent work in renovating the former Runt’s Restaurant building, which now houses the offices of the Commercial Development Authority and Downtown Gadsden, Inc.  He added they are now working on the interior of the community center building in Banks Park.  Mayor Guyton noted although the city’s revenues are down, expenses have been controlled, while projects have continued and no employees have been laid off.  He said the contractor’s work on a $2 million resurfacing project will begin soon.

	
	There being no further business to come before the Council, the meeting was duly adjourned.

_________________________________________

Iva Nelson, City Clerk (3-23-10)
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