	
	 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1COUNCIL CHAMBER - CITY HALL - GADSDEN, ALABAMA

FEBRUARY 16, 2010 - 11:00 A.M.

The City Council met on February 16, 2010, in regular session.

	
	The meeting was called to order at 11:00 a.m. by Council President Reed.  On roll call by the City Clerk, Iva Nelson, the following council members answered present: Higgins, Countryman, Avery, Echols, Stewart and Reed.  Councilman Cannon was absent.  The clerk stated a quorum was present and the meeting was open for business.  Mayor Guyton, Chad Hare, Roger Kirby and Chief Crouch were also present.

	
	The invocation was given by Brian Harbison.

	
	The minutes of the last meeting held on February 9, 2010, were approved by unanimous vote.

	
	Payment of the HTE System accounts for the week of February 5 - 11 were ratified by unanimous vote.


#109472-109726*
General
$774,833.75

* Check numbers 109561-109644 were voided due to error in check numbering.

	
	UNFINISHED BUSINESS
(1) A resolution ordering the abatement of nuisance on property at 1019 3rd Avenue in District 5, which was tabled for 30 days on January 12, was presented for consideration.  Upon recommendation of the Building Inspector, Councilman Stewart moved to table the resolution an additional 30 days.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Avery and unanimously carried.

	
	PUBLIC HEARINGS
President Reed stated this was the time and place as advertised to conduct the following public hearings:

	
	(1) President Reed announced the public hearings concerning 101 Carolyn Court and 102 Carolyn Court in District 2 have been cancelled, because the nuisances were abated by the owner.

	
	(2) The floor was opened to allow anyone to speak for or in opposition to a resolution ordering the abatement of nuisances on property at 1513 Kyle Avenue, the State of Alabama, Betty Brooks and Citifinancial Corporation, LLC being the last known owners.  Brian Harbison, Building Inspector, stated no improvements have been made since procedures began in August 2009, and recommended abatement.  The following resolution was introduced in writing for consideration:

	
	RESOLUTION NO. R-25-10
ORDERING ABATEMENT OF NUISANCE

	
	(Ordering Abatement of Nuisance - 1513 Kyle Avenue - District 3 - State of Alabama; Betty Brooks; Citifinancial Corporation, LLC)

	
	Councilman Avery moved to adopt the resolution as introduced, which motion was seconded by Councilman Countryman and unanimously adopted.

	
	(3) The floor was opened to allow anyone to speak for or in opposition to a resolution ordering the abatement of nuisances on property at 5 Cabot Avenue in District 6, Plimpton Construction and Development, Inc. and Metro Bank being the last known owners.  Brian Harbison, Building Inspector, recommended a 30-day extension, based on recent improvements.  Councilman Avery moved to table the resolution for 30 days, which motion was seconded by Councilman Higgins and unanimously carried.

	
	(4) The floor was opened to allow anyone to speak for or in opposition to a resolution ordering the abatement of nuisances on property at 122 West Kyle Place, Gerardo Guadalupe, Marie Guadalupe, Haytham Mobayed and Lance Arnold being the last known owners.  Brian Harbison, Building Inspector, stated no improvements have been made to this burned structure since procedures began in August 2009, and recommended abatement.  The following resolution was introduced in writing for consideration:

	
	RESOLUTION NO. R-26-10
ORDERING ABATEMENT OF NUISANCE

	
	(Ordering Abatement of Nuisance - 122 West Kyle Place - District 7 - Gerardo Guadalupe; Marie Guadalupe; Haytham Mobayed; Lance Arnold)

	
	Councilman Echols moved to adopt the resolution as introduced, which motion was seconded by Councilman Avery and unanimously adopted.

	
	(5) President Reed announced the public hearing regarding a resolution assessing a lien on property located at 102 East Walnut Street in District 4 has been cancelled, because the nuisance costs have been paid in full.

	
	(6) The floor was opened to allow anyone to speak for or in opposition to a resolution approving issuance of an alcoholic beverage license for Murphy Express 8556.  No one spoke.  The following resolution was introduced in writing for consideration: 

	
	RESOLUTION NO. R-27-10
APPROVING ISSUANCE OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE LICENSE

	
	(Murphy Oil USA, Inc. - Murphy Express 8556 - 930 Gilbert Ferry Road Southeast - Retail beer, off premises only)

	
	Councilman Avery moved to adopt the resolution as introduced, which motion was seconded by Councilman Stewart and approved by the following vote:

AYES: Higgins, Avery, Echols, Stewart, Reed

NAYS: Countryman

	
	RESOLUTIONS PRESENTED FOR CONSIDERATION:
(1) The following resolution was introduced in writing for consideration:

	
	RESOLUTION NO. R-28-10
AUTHORIZING AGREEMENT WITH

OPERATION BASS, INC. D/B/A FLW OUTDOORS

	
	(Authorizing Agreement - Operation Bass, Inc. d/b/a FLW Outdoors - $1,000.00 - To sponsor fishing tournament on July 17, 2010)

	
	Councilman Echols moved to adopt the resolution as introduced, which motion was seconded by Councilman Higgins and unanimously adopted.

	
	NEW BUSINESS
(1)  Councilman Stewart introduced the following resolution in writing for consideration:

	
	RESOLUTION NO. R-29-10
AUTHORIZING AGREEMENT WITH

CENTRAL FIRE ALARM & SECURITY MONITORING

	
	(Authorizing Agreement - Central Fire Alarm & Security Monitoring - $480.00 per year - For the Senior Activity Center)

	
	President Reed received unanimous consent to immediately consider the resolution as an item of new business.  Councilman Stewart moved to adopt the resolution, which motion was seconded by Councilman Avery and unanimously adopted.

	
	(2) Councilman Echols introduced the following resolution in writing for consideration:

	
	RESOLUTION NO. R-30-10
AUTHORIZING CHANGE ORDER #1 FOR BID NO. 3120

	
	(Authorizing Change Order #1 - Bid No. 3120 - Riverfront Enhancement Project, Albert Rains Boulevard - $26,123.25 - Adding concrete saw cutting and concrete rip rap, changing casing material, and boardwalk changes - Extending contract time by 15 calendar days - Adjusting contract price with KW Raines Associates to $695,874.05)

	
	President Reed received unanimous consent to immediately consider the resolution as an item of new business.  Councilman Echols noted the items in this change order are reimbursable under the Transportation Enhancement grant.  He then moved to adopt the resolution, which motion was seconded by Councilman Stewart and unanimously adopted.

	
	(3) Councilman Echols introduced the following resolution in writing for consideration:

	
	RESOLUTION NO. R-31-10
AUTHORIZING CHANGE ORDER #2 FOR BID NO. 3120

	
	(Authorizing Change Order #2 - Bid No. 3120 - Riverfront Enhancement Project, Albert Rains Boulevard - $12,676.36 - Relocating 2 poles along Walnut Street and fiber optic/coax cable that feed city hall - Extending contract time by 7 calendar days - Adjusting contract price with KW Raines Associates to $708,550.41)

	
	President Reed received unanimous consent to immediately consider the resolution as an item of new business.  Councilman Echols moved to adopt the resolution, which motion was seconded by Councilman Stewart and unanimously adopted.

	
	(4) Councilman Countryman introduced the following resolution in writing for consideration:

	
	RESOLUTION NO. R-32-10
AUTHORIZING AGREEMENT WITH

CRESCENT MOON ENTERTAINMENT

	
	(Authorizing Agreement - Crescent Moon Entertainment - $1,250.00 - For Brushfire to entertain at Noccalula Falls Park on April 9, 2010, for Smoke on the Falls barbeque event)

	
	President Reed received unanimous consent to immediately consider the resolution as an item of new business.  Councilman Countryman moved to adopt the resolution, which motion was seconded by Councilman Higgins and unanimously adopted.

	
	(5) Councilman Avery introduced the following ordinance in writing for consideration:

	
	ORDINANCE NO. O-09-10
AMENDING CITY CODE REGARDING

COMPENSATION OF ELECTED OFFICIALS

	
	(Amending City Code Section 2-4 - Decreasing premiums paid by council members participating in city health insurance from 50% to 25% - Note: Mayor’s rate is the same as full-time employees, which did not change - Providing for elected officials to participate in life insurance program by paying 100% of the premiums - Note: Mayor’s life insurance is included when participating in health insurance program - Note: The former provision for council members to pay 50% was a reference to City Code Section 102-92(e) relating to “995" part-time employees - Establishing provision  for elected officials who are city retirees to pay applicable rate while holding office, then return to their original retiree rate after vacating office - Eliminating former provision of increasing compensation of elected officials when city employees are given an across-the-board increase)

	
	Councilman Avery moved to suspend the rules to immediately consider the ordinance as an item of new business.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Echols and approved by the following vote:

AYES:  Higgins, Countryman, Avery, Echols, Stewart, Reed

NAYS:  None

	
	Councilman Avery explained that participation in the city’s health insurance through the Local Government Health Insurance Program by elected officials is now mandatory, unless they can provide proof of coverage through another provider.  He said any changes that affect compensation of officials in the next administration must be made at least six months prior to the election date.  Councilman Stewart noted that full-time employees pay approximately fifteen percent of their premiums.

	
	Councilman Avery then moved to adopt the ordinance, which motion was seconded by Councilman Echols and unanimously adopted.

	
	MAYOR AND COUNCIL REMARKS
President Reed commended the Public Works department for a great job during the recent snow.

	
	Councilman Avery announced a District 3 meeting to be held at 6 p.m. on Thursday, at the Carver Community Center.

	
	Councilman Higgins announced a District 1 meeting to be held at 6 p.m. next Monday, at the East Gadsden Community Center.

	
	President Reed announced there would be no city council meeting next week due to an Alabama League training session in Montgomery.

	
	Mayor Guyton announced a new industry, Fehrer Automotive, which has signed a long-term lease in the former Advance Auto Parts building.  The company will employ more than 100 people and supply seat pads for Volkswagen and Mercedes vehicles.  The Mayor recognized individuals and entities who worked to make the project possible, some of whom were present in the meeting. 

	
	There being no further business to come before the Council, the meeting was duly adjourned.

_________________________________________

Iva Nelson, City Clerk (2-16-10)

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

	
	COUNCIL CONFERENCE ROOM - BID OPENING

FEBRUARY 16, 2010 - 2:00 P.M.

The City Clerk received bid proposals as advertised for the following bid:

	
	Bid No. #3127 - Fire Truck


Pro-Fire Equipment, LLC (Pierce)
$392,308.00


NAFECO, Inc.
$411,790.00


Sunbelt Fire
$427,887.00

	
	Copies of the bids will be forwarded to the Fire Chief and the Assistant Purchasing Agent, and a recommendation will be made to the Council.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

	
	COUNCIL CONFERENCE ROOM - BID OPENING

FEBRUARY 23, 2010 - 2:00 P.M.

The City Clerk received bid proposals as advertised for the following bid:

	
	Bid No. #3126 - Grass Cutting and Debris Removal


Ken Mark, Inc.
$30.00/$1.00 per hour


B. D. Welch Construction
$48.00/$18.00 per hour


Adams Lawn Service
$190.00/$425.00 per hour

	
	Copies of the bids will be forwarded to the Community Development Department and the Assistant Purchasing Agent, and a recommendation will be made to the Council.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *


