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JANUARY 26, 2010 - 11:00 A.M.

The City Council met on January 26, 2010, in regular session.

	
	The meeting was called to order at 11:00 a.m. by Council President Reed.  On roll call by the City Clerk, Iva Nelson, the following council members answered present: Countryman, Avery, Echols, Stewart, Cannon and Reed.  Councilman Higgins was absent.  The clerk stated a quorum was present and the meeting was open for business.  Mayor Guyton, Chad Hare, Roger Kirby and Chief Crouch were also present.

	
	The invocation was given by David Lawson.

	
	The minutes of the last meeting held on January 19, 2010, were approved by unanimous vote.

	
	Payment of the HTE System accounts for the week of January 15 - 21 were ratified by unanimous vote.


#108964-109086
General
$395,505.83

	
	Mayor Guyton read a proclamation proclaiming January 29, 2010, as “Earned Income Tax Credit Day.”  Councilman Avery noted that RSVP has a number of sites throughout the county to assist people with filing their taxes, and individuals can earn almost $40,000 this year and still qualify for EITC.  Mayor Guyton announced an event in city hall this Friday, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.  He said representatives from the Internal Revenue Service and other organizations will be present to answer questions and offer assistance to taxpayers.  

	
	The Mayor announced that one of the “Gadsden Recycles” drop-off sites has been moved from the Amphitheater parking lot to the municipal parking lot behind the Chamber of Commerce (2nd & Short Streets).  He said the other sites are 1701 Chestnut Street (Fleet Maintenance Facility) and 110 Burnsway Drive (Transfer Station) and noted the items that are accepted from residents.

	
	UNFINISHED BUSINESS
(1) A resolution ordering the abatement of nuisances on property at 1208 Springfield Avenue in District 1, which was tabled for 30 days December 22, was presented for consideration.  Due to the absence of Councilman Higgins, Councilman Echols moved to table the resolution.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Countryman and unanimously carried.

	
	NEW BUSINESS
(1)  Councilman Stewart introduced the following resolution in writing for consideration:

	
	RESOLUTION NO. R-18-10
AUTHORIZING CHANGE ORDER #3 FOR

BANKS PARK COMMUNITY CENTER

	
	(Authorizing Change Order #3 - Banks Park Community Center - Additional $4,235.00 for six brick columns - Adjusting contract price with ReidCo General Contracting, Inc. to $134,276.00)

	
	President Reed received unanimous consent to immediately consider the resolution as an item of new business.  Councilman Stewart noted the project is proceeding well.  He moved to adopt the resolution, which motion was seconded by Councilman Avery and unanimously adopted.

	
	(2) Councilman Cannon introduced the following resolution in writing for consideration:

	
	RESOLUTION NO. R-19-10
AWARDING BID NO. 3125

	
	(Awarding Bid No. 3125 - Re-furbished yard tractor - Eagle Mark IV Equipment - $47,300.00 - Note: Bids from Alley-Cassetty Truck Center were lower, but did not meet specifications)

	
	President Reed received unanimous consent to immediately consider the resolution as an item of new business.  Councilman Cannon explained this equipment is used at the Transfer Station. He moved to adopt the resolution, which motion was seconded by Councilman Avery and unanimously adopted.

	
	(3) Councilman Avery introduced the following resolution in writing for consideration:

	
	RESOLUTION NO. R-20-10
AWARDING BID NO. 3121

	
	(Awarding Bid No. 3121 - Downtown Gadsden Trolley Station - Cooper Construction Company - $298,895.00 - Note: Mike Clark Associates, apparent low bidder, withdrew his bid within 3 business days, as allowed by state law)

	
	Chad Hare, City Engineer, explained the station will contain bathroom facilities and function as the primary trolley stop.  He added that money for the project is coming from Recovery Act funds.  Councilman Avery reiterated his former concerns that regulations should require doors to open out for people exiting bathrooms. 

	
	President Reed received unanimous consent to immediately consider the resolution as an item of new business.  Councilman Avery moved to adopt the resolution, which motion was seconded by Councilman Echols and unanimously adopted.

	
	(Councilman Echols left the meeting at this time.)

	
	PUBLIC
Warren Dates presented statistics regarding HIV/AIDS throughout our country and the world, and announced the 6:52 Project Foundation is promoting its prevention.  He noted local events will coincide with national recognition on February 7.   Councilman Avery responded and expressed support for the work toward awareness, prevention and treatment of AIDS.

	
	MAYOR AND COUNCIL REMARKS
Councilman Countryman introduced his daughter, Teresa McDowell, who was present in the meeting.  Several council members joined in wishing “happy birthday” to him.

	
	Councilman Stewart reported on last night’s neighborhood watch meeting in his district.  He referred to a number of “break-ins” in recent weeks and thanked the Police Department for its work in apprehending one of the perpetrators.

	
	Councilman Cannon noted additional improvements are coming to the Alabama City gazebo, including sprinkler system, sod, lighting and a brick walkway.  He encouraged everyone to see the community building under construction in Banks Park.

	
	President Reed said he is proud of the newly completed career tech building at Gadsden City High School.

	
	There being no further business to come before the Council, the meeting was duly adjourned.

_________________________________________

Iva Nelson, City Clerk (1-26-10)
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